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Peal Memorial gets 


Mar. 25, 2021 


) 


a“shot_ 


in the arm” as pro\ ance 


dk —unveils | 


udget 


Finance Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy (left) and Premier Doug Ford carry copies of the 2021 Ontario budget before its 
presentation in Queen’s Park on Mar. 24, 2021. The province rolled out the $186-billion budget Wednesday afternoon, 
featuring a $1.2 billion-dollar investment to help shore up the province’s beleaguered hospital system. (File Photo) 


Welcome to the "roaring" 
20s. 

With an eye towards sup- 
porting infrastructure, long- 
term care, hospitals and local 
businesses, the province put 
its foot on the gas pedal 
Wednesday afternoon as they 
unveiled a sprawling $186- 
billion dollar budget. 

"Weare going to defeat this 
virus, and we are going to 
come back stronger,” Fi- 
nance Minister Peter Beth- 
lenfalvy said Wednesday 
afternoon during a press con- 
ference after the budgetary 


j reveal -- unveiled as the 


province grapples with the 
ongoing COVID-19 _pan- 


© demic. 


The budget, which includes 


an assortment of infrastruc- 


—o- 


ture upgrades, economic 
supports and funding injec- 
tions, is counting on eco- 
nomic growth within the 
province -- and projects a 
solid decade of red ink, with 
deficits expected through the 
2029-2030 fiscal period. For 
the coming fiscal year, the 
province will run a $33.1-bil- 
lion dollar deficit. 

Peel was highlighted as a 
key focus in the province's 
budget summary -- with a 
new inpatient wing at Peel 
Memorial Centre set to be 
built, addressing concerns 
over the "health care emer- 
gency" at local hospitals in 
Brampton due to overcrowd- 
ing and a lack of beds. 

While the exact pricetag for 
the new inpatient wing was- 


647-829-9397 


www.sanjhsaveracards.com 


n't revealed as of Wednesday 
evening, the expansion is 
part of a $30 billion invest- 
ment by the province to ex- 
pand capacity for health 
systems in key areas. Both 
Trillium Health Partners and 
William Osler Health System 
will also benefit from "expan- 
sion projects” at sites in Mis- 
sissauga and neighbouring 
Etobicoke. 

A source within the Ford 
government told Peel Weekly 
News Wednesday that the 
"Phase 2 Expansion" for Peel 
Memorial Centre would turn 
the site into a "new hospital," 
though further details were 
unavailable as of press time. 
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BATHTUB REFINISHING (PRO GLAZE) 
We also do renovation for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 
PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO. IN 
CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
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ORT CREDIT 
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Supporting local Supporting family 


The effects of the Covid — 19 virus have had devastating effects on our society like nothing we have ever 
experienced. 


Our Community is one of connection. 


Our businesses and restaurants are not corporate entities with no personality... the business and restaurant 
owners are our neighbours, friends and family members. 


The very same people who own and operate these amazing establishments have always given back to the 

community. The events and festivals that we enjoy and appreciate are sponsored by the people who own 

these establishments. They put in their time and effort to give back to the community that has supported 
them throughout the year. 


Mississauga Arts festival ... Ribfest ... Mississauga Waterfront festival ... Buskerfest ... Southside Shuffle Blues & 
Jazz Festival are all just some of the ways the business owners give back to the community. 


Even during these uncertain times, they continue to help and give back to organizations that help our most 
vulnerable. 


They are used to helping ... not asking for help! This Is the time when they need our help the most. Please if 
you can... every little bit helps ... join our list of individual and corporate donors who want to help us make 
this happen. 


This fundraiser will be ongoing 
throughout 2021. We have the 
support of the Port Credit BIA to 
help us spread this initiative as Simply a scan away from 


well as The Peterson Team of the GoFundMe page to 


Keller Williams who will donate 
5% of their commissions for 
properties listed and sold in the 
Port Credit/Mineola area. 


make your donation. 
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Here's how! 


JOIN 
AND 
WIN! 


Interested in becoming a Premium Member? 
Here’s how! 


For as little as $1 per week (plus HST), Premium 
Members will receive the same great content and 
local journalism provided by Peel Weekly News 
— plus plenty of extras! 


Your membership will entitle you to a “welcome 
package,” with coupons and select deals from sev- 
eral local businesses, restaurants and more in 
Peel Region. You will also be entered into weekly 
draws to win prizes from some of the Region’s 
best experiences. 


Gift certificates, prize packages, tickets, din- 
ners... you name it, it’s within your reach! Sign up 
today and get access to some of Peel’s best prizes! 


Our Membership Program was developed in 
consultation with local businesses and stakehold- 
ers. In these changing times, we realized that we 
need to give our local advertisers a way to effec- 
tively communicate their message on a budget. 


As such, we have adopted a new advertising 
model of offering free ad space to our advertisers 
in exchange for prize items — which we offer in 
turn to you, the reader. Prizes will be given away 
through a weekly draw, with the winners being 
featured in the pages of Peel Weekly News. Win- 
ners will be notified by email, and will have the 
option to include a profile picture of themselves 
for inclusion in the paper. 


Our Membership Program builds on several ini- 
tiatives launched within the past year, including 
a limited print run distributed through Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, a revamped website launch- 
ing this month and future initiatives to grow and 
expand Peel Weekly News through the Region - 
and beyond! Your investment will help us support 
local advertisers — who will support you in turn! 


Join now, and get in on the ground floor for an 
exciting promotion! Click the link below to be 
taken directly to our purchase page! 


Welcome to the future of Peel Weekly News! 


Sz 
DISC@VER / 
Er Se oe 


Is your company 


thinking of joining? 
Find out more here. 
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Investments in Peel hospitals key as province charts COVID recovery 


Continued from Pg 1 


"It's because of 
the advocacy of 
the residents of 
Brampton... (that) 
we're finally going 
to see a second 
hospital built in 
Brampton," said 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown Wednes- 
day afternoon, 
speaking of the 
past campaigns to 
highlight the chal- 
lenges in the city's 
hospitals and urg- 
ing the province 
to commit fund- 
ing to address 
overcrowding 
concerns. "I can't 
tell you how 
happy I am today 
that we finally got 
this provincial 
commitment and 
this great news for 
our community." 

The provincial 
budget also lays 
out a number of 
initiatives de- 
signed to combat 
the pandemic, in- 
cluding an addi- 
tional $1.8 billion 
in 2021-2022 to 
continue provid- 


ing care for 
COVID-19 pa- 
tients and = ad- 
dresss _—_ surger 


backlogs; $2.6 bil- 
lion over the next 
four years to build 
an additional 
30,000 long-term 
care beds (with 


two sites planned 
for Brampton and 
one in Or- 
angeville) and a 
$3.8-billion dollar 
investment over 
the coming 
decade to boost 
mental health and 
addictions sup- 
port throughout 
the province. 

In Brampton, 
plans were also 
announced for a 
new medical 
school, operated 
by Ryerson Uni- 
versity and sup- 
ported by the 
province, that 
would add a boost 
to the city's bur- 
geoning post-sec- 
ondary hub. 

In his speech 
Wednesday, Beth- 
lenfalvy also high- 
lighted additional 
supports for 
skilled trade 
workers and small 
businesses, along 
with a bid to boost 
regional _ transit 
and a pledge to 
create a task force 
that would exam- 
ine the impact of 
the pandemic on 


women in the 
workforce. 
“Today's news 


about investment 
at Peel Memorial 
and better re- 
gional transit 
made our day," 
said Brampton 


Board of Trade 
chair Michelle 
McCollum, citing 
that the budget 
promises will pro- 
vide a "big relief" 
to struggling 
small businesses. 
"Thank you Pre- 
mier Ford and 
Minister (Prab- 
meet) Sarkaria for 
championing in- 
vestment in key 
infrastructure, 
which is crucial to 
restoring Bramp- 
ton’s economic 
prosperity and 
competitiveness.” 
Other groups say 
the budget doesn't 
go far enough 
with regards to 
local healthcare 
concerns. 
Representatives 
from the Ontario 
NDP, including 
leader Andrea 


Horwath, who 
was in Brampton 
last week urging 
the province to 
implement a paid 
sick leave pro- 
gram to help curb 
the spread of the 
virus, said that 
Bethlenfalvy's 
budget has left 
Bramptonians 
"out in the cold" 
after years of vot- 
ing down motions 
that would have 
provided key sup- 
ports. 

“Time and again, 
(residents) have 
told the Ford gov- 
ernment and _ its 
Peel members 
how important 
these health care 
investments are 
for the health of 
our rapidly grow- 
ing community," 
said Brampton 


eal 4 A SING a i 
ERM sw ROORUAU CENTRE 


ld 
’ 


North MP Kevin 
Yarde. "But the 
Ford government 
has _ repeatedly 
voted down NDP 
solutions that 
would invest in a 
new Brampton 
hospital, an ER in 
Peel Memorial 
and COVID-19 
supports Bramp- 
ton needs." 
Similar  senti- 
ments were con- 
veyed by Liberal 
leader Steven Del 
Duca, who _ indi- 
cated to Global 
News Wednesday 
evening that while 
the announce- 
ment to further 
support _health- 
care was. wel- 
comed, the budget 
didn't go ar 
enough for 
Brampton, citing 
that its healthcare 


1 


system has been 


"hard hit for 
years." 

While the 
province is ex- 


pected to face a 
half-trillion dol- 
lars in debt by 
2024,  Bethlen- 
falvy said that he 
would make sure 
the province uses 
"every resource 
available" to com- 
bat the virus, and 
that he was con- 
vinced that the 
province would 
"recover stronger" 
as a result. 

Look for addi- 
tional stories re- 
lated to the 2021 
Ontario budget in 


upcoming edi- 
tions of Peel 
Weekly News. 


Police search for suspects in Brampton assault case 


al Division’s 
Criminal Investiga- 
tion Bureau are 
looking for leads in 
connection with an 
assault that oc- 
curred earlier rthis 
month in Bramp- 
ton. 

Police say an in- 
vestigation began 
after a 68 year-old 
Brampton resident, 
who was at a 
restaurant in the 
Steeplebush  Av- 
enue and Torbram 
Road area on Mar. 
5 around 3 p.m., 


was seated near an 
unknown suspect, 
who began a verbal 
argument with 
him. 

The argument es- 
calated, and the 
suspect physically 
assaulted the vic- 
tim before fleeing 
in a grey, four-door 
BMW. 

Police say the vic- 
tim may have suf- 
fered “life-altering 
injuries” as a result 
of the attack. 

The suspect was 
described as male, 


Black, in his early 
30s, with a slim to 
medium build, 
wearing black 
pants, a black t- 
shirt with white 
graphics on the 
front and_ back, 
black shoes, a black 
and red winter hat, 
and glasses. 

Police are asking 
anyone with more 
information __re- 
garding the inci- 
dent to call 21 
Division at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
2135, 


A picture of the unidenti- 
fied suspect in an assault 

that occurred on Mar. 5, 
2021. (Peel Police) 
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Are street staff necessary for busy weekends? 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


This past weekend 
saw something 
we ve all been wait- 
ing for — just not in 
the way we ex- 
pected. 

Patios have 
opened in restau- 
rants across Peel 
Region. This is 
clearly the longest 
dry spell we’ve all 
gone through, but as 
we get use to the fact 
that we can now 
dine out, medical 
authorities are in- 
sisting that we all 
keep up our guard. 

Wear masks and 
social distance! 

The one thing that 
impressed me was 
how organized the 
restaurants were at 
transforming the 
space during the 
pandemic. 


We had a meal at 
one establishment 
and were well man- 
aged from entrance 
to our seats, and 
separated by dis- 
tance from other pa- 
trons. The servers 
were diligent, taking 
our order, bringing 
the food, taking our 
tracing information 
and finally bringing 
the bill. I have noth- 
ing but praise for 
the staff and owners 
in our local restau- 
rants. 

However, the 
crowd maintenance 
on the sidewalks 
merit concern. 

As the weather 
gets warmer, more 
and more people 
will want to get out 
of their houses or 
apartments. 


In Port Credit on 
Sunday, we noticed 
an endless amount 
of visitors from one 
end of the town to 
the other, with all 
walkways and side- 
walks being packed. 

Given the _ pan- 
demic and all the 
concerns, maybe we 
should have moni- 
tors in bright orange 
jackets on weekends 
to cover the parks 
and streets in places 
like the downtown 
cores in Brampton 
and Mississauga, 
where we know peo- 
ple will come to visit 
for the weekends. 
This just makes 
plain sense. 

I’m _ only citing 
Port Credit, but ’m 
sure all areas in Peel 
were just as busy 
and could use this 
type of program. 

This will accom- 
plish many things. 
Employment is 
much needed. These 
staff members 


should travel in 
pairs, have desig- 
nated routes to walk 
and be 
trained. 

In speaking with 
Port Credit Business 
Improvement Asso- 
ciation chair Jake 
Pedler, he told me 
that the BIA does 
hire some street 
staff already and 
they start working 
the streets in mid- 
April. The other 
service provided last 
year was off-duty 
police officers to pa- 
trol the areas of 
Lakeshore Road be- 
tween MHurontario 
and the Credit River 
— another very busy 
space when the 
weather gets better, 
with the addition of 
the outdoor patios 
and the number of 
restaurants its much 
needed. 

Ialso spoke with 
Ward 1 area coun- 
cilor Stephen Dasko, 
who said that 


properly 


weather will always 
be a factor, and this 
past weekend 
brought in a few 
good days, but this 
weekend goes back 
to cooler tempera- 
tures. 

Dasko _ indicated 
that the city has pro- 
grams in place and 
this will start soon. 

Another thing he 
mentioned — and 
one I agree with 
completely — is that 
people, more than 
ever, need to act 
with some self-re- 
straint and self-dis- 
cipline. We all 
should be managing 
ourselves. The wear- 
ing of masks and so- 
cial distancing will 
not going away any 
time soon and we all 
need to adapt. 

This spring and 
summer will be dif- 
ferent, but with vac- 
cines coming and all 
of us being more 
alert, we should get 
through this. 


Major long-term centre announced for Brampton 
by Surjit Singh Flora 


160 new long-term 
care spaces will ar- 
rive in Brampton in 
the near future, as 
the province rolled 
out plans last week 
to bolster the city’s 
LTC sector. 

The province said 
Thursday that a new 
centre, along with a 
previously-an- 
nounced project un- 
veiled earlier this 
month, will bring 
352 new long-term 
care facilities in 
Brampton — part of 
a ten-year commit- 
ment to create 
30,000 such long- 
term care spaces in 
the province. 

These projects will 
include the Guru 
Nanak Long Term 
Care Centre, which 
will have 160 new 
spaces and will pro- 
vide services to 
aging members of 
the Punjabi and 
Sikh communities 

In addition, as re- 
ported previously in 
Peel Weekly News, 
192 new LTC spaces 


will be created 
under Indus Com- 
munity Services in a 
new site, located 
near the Flower City 
Community Cam- 
pus. 

The project will be 
part of the “Campus 
of Care” vision 
planned for the site, 
and will provide 
LTC services to 
South Asian com- 
munities. 

The projects are 
aimed at helping re- 
duce long wait lists 
and eliminate the 
trend of hallway 
medicine. 

At the provincial 
level, the investment 
includes other gov- 
ernment priorities, 
including the elimi- 
nation of three- and 
four-bed ward 
rooms, the creation 
of a campus of care, 
and the provision of 
new spaces for In- 
digenous, French- 
speaking and other 
cultural community 
residents. 

Brampton South 


MPP and _ Small 
Business and Red 
Tape Reduction 
Minister Prabhmeet 
Sarkaria said Friday 
that the number of 
long-term care re- 
cipients in Bramp- 
ton is likely to 
increase over the 
next decade, noting 
that the establish- 
ment of the two 
projects is meant to 
“ensure that Bramp- 
ton has safe and 
modern spaces for 


our seniors.” 
Brampton West 
MPP Amarjot 


Sandhu said he was 
"very excited" about 
the announcement. 
He said that over- 
coming long term 
care problems has 
been a priority of 
our government 
from day one. 

“We are happy 
that our government 
is helping our com- 
munity and Guru 
Nanak Long Term 
Care Center and 
Indus Long Term 
Care Home in 


—o- 


Brampton is open- 
ing.” 

Meanwhile, Gur- 
preet Malhotra from 
Indus Community 
Centre told Peel 
Weekly News that 
they have been 
struggling for the 
last five years to set 
up such a long-term 
care centre — and 
after five years of 
hard work, the 
province has 
stepped up support. 

"This is a big proj- 
ect for us, and we 
are going to launcha 
fund-raising cam- 


paign,” Malhotra 
said. 
On the other hand, 


two acres of land in 
the Fernforest and 
Sandalwood Park- 
way area are ear- 
marked for the Guru 
Nanak Long Term 
Care Centre, which 
has will be managed 
by Sikh Sangat Gur- 
dwara Sahib and 
Guru Nanak Center 
Glidden Road Gurd- 
wara Sahib. A joint 
youth committee 


was also established, 
led by city councillor 
Harkirat Singh and 
contributed to by 
various professional 
groups in the city 
Talking to Peel 
Weekly News yes- 
terday, Singh said 
that it is a “matter of 
pride for the com- 
munity and profes- 
sional boys and girls 
that have joined 
supported us for this 
purpose, and ateam 
has also been set 


An outline of what 
the building will 
look like in the fu- 
ture will be prepared 
and presented to the 
community. 

Meanwhile, MP 
Ruby Sahota and 
former minister 
Harinder Malhi also 
wrote to show their 
support to these two 
projects. 

Various Gurd- 
waras and _ institu- 
tions also 
contributed to the 
achievement of this 
goal. 
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Stricter gun laws needed in wake of Colorado shooting 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


At least 10 people, 
including a police of- 


ficer, have been 
killed in a shooting at 
a supermarket in 
Boulder, Colorado. 
The incident has 
shocked people 
across the United 
States — one of sev- 
eral high-profile 
mass shootings in re- 
cent weeks. 
According to 
sources, the accused 
has been taken into 
custody. Yet the situ- 
ation there remains 


tense. 
These incidents 
that have taken place 


in different places 
are extremely tragic 
and disturbing. 
Many of these inci- 
dents are also related 
to racial violence. 
The state of Cali- 
fornia has seen an in- 
crease in hate 
incidents _—_ against 
Asians. According to 
the data released in 
this regard, the Hate 
Reporting Center re- 
ceived 1,691 reports 
of anti-Asian dis- 
crimination in Cali- 
fornia between Mar. 
2020 and Feb. 2021. 
Across the country, 


from Mar. 19, 2020 
to Feb. 28, 2021, 
3,795 incidents of 
anti-Asian racism 
have been reported 
at the Center. 

These include re- 
ports ranging from 
verbal abuse to phys- 
ical abuse and denial 
of services due to 
being of Asian de- 
scent. 

About 44.56 per 
cent of these reports 
were related to Cali- 
fornia. The figures 
show an increase of 
1,116 incidents in 
California between 
March and_ July 
2020. 

The Center has re- 
ceived 503 reports of 
anti-Asian discrimi- 
nation in the first 
two months of 2021. 
The new study on 
discrimination 
against Asians comes 
in the wake of rising 
anti-Asian discrimi- 
nation and violence 
in recent months, es- 
pecially in the Bay 
Area. 

Last month, mem- 
bers of the California 
Assembly passed the 
Stop API. 1.4 million 
has been allocated to 
help the Hate Center 
and other incidents 
of anti-Asian dis- 
crimination. 

At least eight peo- 
ple were also killed 
in a shooting at three 
massage parlors in 


COVID-19 


Atlanta, Georgia. All 
the victims were 
women of Asian de- 
scent. A 21-year-old 
man was taken into 
custody after the in- 
cident. 

The situation in the 
United States has 
been tense since the 
recent elections. 
Capitol Hill was at- 
tacked by a mob on 
Jan. 6, two weeks be- 
fore the new U.S. 
president, Joe Biden, 
was due to be sworn 
in. During the event, 
five people were 
killed. 

Security on Capitol 
Hill was then beefed- 
up during Biden's 
swearing-in _cere- 
mony. But today, 
even after two 
months, these inci- 
dents are not stop- 
ping and every day 
we hear reports of 
another massacre. 

The motive behind 
this has not been re- 
vealed yet. 

There have also 
been racial attacks 
on people of Chinese 
descent in recent 
days, during which 
many lives have been 
lost. China has ac- 
cused the States of 
discriminating and 
spreading hatred. 

Earlier, during a 
high-level meeting 
between the U.S. and 
China in Alaska, 
China had expressed 


its displeasure. U.S. 
Ambassador Thomas 
Greenfield had said 
that slavery was 
present in every cor- 
ner of the globe and 
racism was a chal- 
lenge. 

Security forces in 
the United States 
also arrested a gun- 
man outside the offi- 
cial residence of Vice 
President Kamala 
Harris. Washington 
police took the sus- 
pect into custody and 
are prosecuting him. 

Biden has strongly 
condemned the re- 
cent incidents, espe- 
cially the attacks on 
Asians, and ex- 
pressed deep sorrow. 
Biden has _ issued 
strict instructions re- 
garding the shooting. 

"I'm issuing strict 
orders to control gun 
culture," he told the 
White House. “I am 
ready to take the 
toughest _ possible 
steps to end gun vio- 
lence. As President, I 
will use all the re- 
sources of my au- 
thority to protect the 
citizens of my coun- 
try. Eight people 
were killed in a 
shooting in Atlanta 
last week. Biden 
added that he was 
going to ban assault- 
style weapons and 
high-capacity maga- 
zines. That's what I 
did when I was a sen- 


Vaccine Update 


THURSDAY, APRIL 1 AT 7 PM. 


ator, this bill was 
passed. We will pass 
this bill again and 
rectify the shortcom- 
ings created in it. 
This will enable us to 
completely ban gun 
culture.” 

Biden also recalled 
Eric Tally; a police 
officer killed in the 
shooting. He asked 
the Senate to pass 
both the bills as soon 
as possible, which 
would address the 
issue of gun culture 
and assault on as- 
sault weapons. 

"Such incidents are 
unbearable in the 
United States," he 
said. “Every means 
must be used to pre- 
vent them.” 

It is the first time in 
the United States 
since the Nov. 3, 
2020 election that a 
president has not 
conceded defeat on 
an issue, and until 
the end, he wasac- 
cused of rigging the 
election. As a result, 
tensions in the 
United States con- 
tinue to rise. 

There are no re- 
strictions on the car- 
rying and carrying of 
weapons in_ the 
United States. Li- 
censes for all types of 
weapons are easily 
available here. 

It would not be an 
exaggeration to say 
that America is the 


home of weapons. In 
fact, the United 
States is the world's 
largest arms sup- 
plier. It is just as easy 
to buy weapons here 
as it is to buy goods 
from the market in 
the usual way. 

Getting a firearms 
license is not too dif- 
ficult. It can be said 
that everyone is free 
to bear arms here, 
despite attempts by 
officials to curb gun 
carrying. People 
carry weapons in 
homes. 

It would be better if 
the open arms mar- 
ket was controlled. 
Weapons should be 
released only after a 
thorough investiga- 
tion and due process. 
It is strictly forbid- 
den to carry 
weapons, especially 
on the mentally ill. 

There have also 
been occasional calls 
for gun control. At 
times, there have 
also. been joint 
demonstrations 
against the weapons 
by various organiza- 
tions, but no govern- 
ment has taken any 
drastic action against 
it so far. 

Strict steps need to 
be taken to get a 
huge country like the 
United States back 
on track. Such laws 
should be enacted to 
curb such incidents. 
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Community , | Serving-the 


Pickup Port credit 


Service 


COMMUNITY PICK UP SERVICE is local 
food and parcel pick-up/delivery service for the 
Port Credit and Clarkson area. 

Support local business now and in the future with 
COMMUNITY PICK UP SERVICE. 

Food Pick Up / Delivery $5 

Curb-side, groceries, parcels — starting at $5 
Businesses—Our CPS Partners—Order Page gives 
Customers a link directly to your site to order. 
No cost to you to find out and try it out. 


Our website www.communitypickupservice.ca 


Email — communitypickupservice@gmail.com 
Phone — 647-965-7101 


Various payment options including Visa 
Matercard, Debit, Tap/Cash at door 

Mention this ad and get *20% off food delivery 
*does not apply to CPS Partners-Order Page orders 
Shop...Buy...Support Local 
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Trio nabbed after taxi 


cab scheme 


Three suspects 
have been nabbed 
in connection with 
a fraud ring involv- 
ing replica taxicabs 
operating in Peel 
and the GTA. 

Officers from Peel 
Police’s Fraud Bu- 
reau have investi- 
gated in excess of 
35 cases of debit 
card theft and 
frauds _ targeting 
well-intended citi- 
zens, the force said 
last week. The sus- 
pects would pose as 
the driver of a taxi 
and a rear seat pas- 
senger, and ap- 
proach the victims 
at which point the 
passenger would 
offer cash in ex- 
change for the vic- 
tim using their 
debit card to pay 
the fare, as the taxi 
driver would not 
accept cash due to 
COVID-19 contact 
limitations. The vic- 
tims would insert 
their debit card into 
a point of sale ter- 
minal that was 
modified to capture 
the victims per- 
sonal identification 
number (PIN) 
number, which was 
then followed by 
the taxi driver se- 


cretly swapping the 
victims card with a 
previously ex- 
ploited debit card. 
The suspects would 
then use the stolen 
card and PIN to 
make large cash 


withdrawals and 
purchases. 
The motor vehicle 


involved in these 
incidents was a de- 
commissioned taxi 
cab and was not ac- 
tively owned or op- 
erated by any GTA 
taxi companies. 

A 17_ year-old 
youth from Bramp- 
ton was charged 
with 44 fraud and 
theft offences in 
connection with th 
incident, along with 
22 year-old Imran 
Kayani and 20 
year-old Ounali 
Hussain, both of 
Brampton, who 
were also charged 
in the case. 

28-year-old Syed 
Ali Hussain, of 
Brampton, is also 
wanted in connec- 
tion with the inves- 
tigation. 

Anyone with de- 
tails regarding the 
case is asked to call 


police at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
B35" 


REGISTER TODAY! 
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NINA TANGRI 


DEEPAK ANAND 


KALEED RASHEED 


NATALIA KUSEN DOVA 


CN 
Sheridan 
Vile 


Toronto Pearson 


FRIDAY 


10:00-11:30 AM 
VIRTUAL EVENT 


RUDY CUZZETTO 


MEMBERS TO INTERACT WITH 


PARLIAMENT 


| THIS IS AN OPEN EVENT FOR OUR 


OUR PROVINCIAL MEMBERS OF 


SAUGA CITY MUSIC CONFERENCE 


Canada 


MARCH 17 - 26, 2021 


i+l 


FACTOR 


ee em me ene Le Aamme m 


—o- 


QYy 


FESTIVAL 


SHEREF SABAWY 


fh 
@mbotontario 
#onpoli 
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Region boosts residential subsidy for rat control program 


Anewly- 
launched subisdy 
program aims to 


put a “bite 
in rat control 
throughout Peel. 


The Region said 


Wednesday that it 
has launched a 
Residential Rat 
Control Subsidy 
Pilot Program to 
assist homeowners 
with the costs of 


controlling rats on 
the exterior of 
their residential 
properties, after 
concerns were 
made last fall re- 
garding an influx 


of rat sightings by 
residents in the 
Applewood 
Heights area. 

The pilot pro- 
gram, which runs 
through Mar. 31, 
and will reimburse 
eligible homeown- 
ers for 50 per cent 
of the cost in hir- 
ing a Region-ap- 
proved pest 
control vendor, up 
to a maximum of 
$200 per calendar 
year per residen- 
tial address in 
Peel. 

Applicants for 
the program must 
determine that 
their property has 
a rat infestation, 
hire an approved 


pest control ven- 
dor, and complete 
an online applica- 
tion (at peelre- 
gion.ca/rat-subsid 
y-program) and 
submit docu- 
ments, including 
invoices, showing 
the nature of the 
measures taken. 
The program was 
initiated after resi- 
dents in the area 
expressed concern 
over a_ higher- 
than-normal num- 
ber of rat 
sightings, which 
were pinned on a 
number of factors 
including loss of 
habitat, increased 
construction and 
changes in eating 


habits due to the 
ongoing pan- 
demic. 

"This problem is 
like whack-a-mole, 


where _ residents 
kill rats or simply 
cause them to 


move to another 
location, only to 
have rats make a 
return, in a Cir- 
cuit," said Ward 3 
councillor Chris 
Fonseca last Sep- 
tember, who spoke 
of her efforts 
meeting with the 
community over 
the summer and 
the frustration 
faced by both sides 
over the issue. 


- With PWN Files 


Location: 


113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


This week’s feature video. 


Phone Number: 
(905) 456-019] 


Email Address: 
infofa)zestforliving.ca 


Join us today for shopping in a 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


“est for Living 

Port Credit 

Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 
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City approves temporary patio seating for public lands 


Outdoor dining 
could be coming 
soon — to a park- 
ing lot near you. 

The City of Mis- 
sissauga approved 
a temporary by- 
law Wednesday at 
their regular 
council meeting to 
allow temporary 

atios on public 
ands, in a bid to 
shore up the out- 
door dining sea- 
son as restaurants 
reopened across 


the region. 
In a statement 
Wednesday, the 


city said that any 
restaurant or bar 
with a valid busi- 
ness licence will 
be able to tem- 


porarily expand 
their outdoor 
seating and dining 
areas, In a manner 
similar to an 
emergency order 
that was passed 
last year to rollout 
temporary patios 
and outdoor seat- 
ing areas and in- 
crease revenue for 
restaurants, bars 
and patios hit 
hard by _ the 
COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic 

“We know that 
our restaurants 
have been signifi- 
cantly impacted 
by COVID-19 and 
we are doing 
everything we can 
to support local 


businesses and get 
restaurants back 
in business as 
soon as possible,” 
said Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie. “It’s 
so important that 
as we begin to re- 
open, that every- 
one takes’ the 
proper precau- 
tions to keep 
themselves, their 
loved ones and 
everyone in the 
community safe.” 

The by-law 
would allow busi- 
nesses with valid 
license to open 
additional seating 
at malls with their 
own access point, 
municipal right- 
of-way areas, mu- 


nicipal _ parking 
lots and parking 
areas on private 
properties. 

Municipalities 
would be still be 
required to com- 
ply with current 
provincial guide- 
lines and proper 


safety practices, as 
the region contin- 
ues to monitor 
COVID-19  case- 
load and reopen 
amenities and 
services. 

Temporary pa- 
tios will not be 
considered on 


municipal road 
right-of-ways with 
posted speed lim- 
its over 50 km/h. 

Look for addi- 
tional information 
on this story in 
upcoming editions 
of Peel Weekly 
News. 


Toe es 


2021 Business 
Directory 


; peng 


Advertise with us! 
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Letter to the Editor -A Community Silenced 


Letters submitted 
to Peel Weekl 
News may be ed- 
ited for clarity and 
grammar. 


A redeveloped 
Burnhamthorpe 
Community Centre 
(BCC) is a good 
idea for Missis- 
sauga’s east area at 
Burnhamthorpe 
and Dixie Road. 

However, there is 

reat concern on 
the City of Missis- 
sauga’s governance 
on how the deci- 
sions for this proj- 
ect were made and 
approved, and on 
how any objection 
or questions to this 
redevelopment 
have been received 
by City staff. 

No community 
public meetings 
were held, nor was 
this redevelopment 


and demolition 
plans communi- 
cated to the Ward 3 


community, nor to 
the residents of 
Mississauga 


throughout the 
City’s discussion 
an decision 
process for this 

roject which 

egan in 2017. 

Apparently, dis- 
cussions were held 
with only a few se- 
lect groups and 
people. 

The one and only 
community public 
erage held - 
after all decisions 
had been approved 
- was on Oct. 1, 
2020, between 3 — 
7 Deli. 

Decisions and ap- 

rovals for this re- 

evelopment 
project were made 
prior to the start of 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

COVID-19’s_ im- 
pact with a multi- 
tude of _ social, 
domestic violence, 
health, mental 
health and_ eco- 
nomic issues, for 
many local resi- 
dents, requires a 
review of this deci- 
sion so that the 
Community Cen- 
tre’s only outdoor 


protected rink is 
not demolished 
and the only com- 
munity centre in 
this Ward does not 
close at this time. 

They both need to 
remain open to 
serve the needs of 
the Ward 3 com- 
munity during the 
City’s gradual re- 
turn to ‘new nor- 
mal’ reopening for 
everyone. 

The City of Mis- 
sissauga’s Current 
Plans include: 

- Burnhamthrope 
Community Out- 
door covered rink - 
closes Mar. 21, 
2021, to be demol- 
ished and perma- 


nently removed. 

- Burnhamthorpe 
Community Centre 
— to close for two 
years, as of Apr. 
2021 until 
Spring/Summer 
2023, for these re- 
development plans 

Now is not the 
time to demolish 
and close any City 
Community Centre 
nor facilities that 
are available, suit- 
able and can be 
used for City run 
child/youth/adult 
and senior pro- 
grams in Missis- 


sauga’s Ward 3. 
Surely a new pool 

facility can be de- 

layed for one year 


and especially 
when the City al- 
ready has an exist- 
ing agreement for 
use of the Glenfor- 
est pool as it has 
been doing so for 
the past 40 years. 

Why is the Ward 
3 Councillor along 
with City of Missis- 
sauga staff not 
making the deci- 
sion to pause this 
redevelopment at 
this time for the 
best interests, 
mental health and 
well-being of the 
Ward 3 commu- 
nity? 

Additionally, why 
is Ward 3 the only 


area in the City 


where plans are in 
lace to close the 
ocal community 
centre despite the 
present and up- 
coming need for 
safe and protected 
City facilities for 
the residents when 
mental health is- 
sues are at record 
high numbers for 
people of all ages? 
The above is a 
summary of this 
important commu- 
nity concern. 


- Athina Tagidou, 
Applewood Hills & 
Heights Residents 
Association 


490,000 Ibs of food to 
900+ families in 2020 


You Can Help 


¢ volunteer 


¢ donate funds or food 
¢ hold a food drive 
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Brampton MP appointed as new 
Parliamentary Secretary 


Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau has 
appointed Bramp- 
ton East MP 
Maninder Sidhu, 
as the new Parlia- 
mentary Secretary 
to International 
Development Min- 
ister Karina Gould. 

Sidhu, 36, was 
first elected to the 
House of Com- 
mons from Bramp- 
ton East in October 
2019. After the ap- 
pointment, he 
tweeted that he 


ONINGVIT SNOT 


was “happy and 
honored” to re- 
ceive the award. 

Sidhu _ replaces 
Indo-Canadian MP 
Kamal Khera in the 
role. 

Originally from 
Punjab, Sidhu 
graduated from the 
University of Wa- 
terloo. He is mar- 
ried and has two 
daughters. 

Before entering 
politics, he used to 
run a custom bro- 
kerage business. 


SPECIAL EVENT 
ARTS FOR ; 


THEROSEBRAMPTON.CA 


In addition to 
Sidhu, three other 
Canadians of In- 
dian descent have 
been appointed to 
Trudeau's cabinet. 

They include De- 
fense Minister 
Harjit Sajjan, Pub- 
lic Service and Pro- 
curement Minister 
Anita Anand and 
Diversity, Inclu- 
sion and Youth 
Minister Bardish 
Chagger. 

In a post earlier 
this week, Trudeau 
said that Parlia- 
mentary  Secre- 
taries support 
ministers in deliv- 
ering real, positive 
results for the peo- 
ple of Canada. 

"IT am confident 
that this team's ex- 
perience, honesty 
and skills will help 
them fight the 
global COVID-19 
pandemic," he 
said. 

In Trudeau’s cab- 
inet, Indian-born 
Arifa Virani will re- 
main as Parlia- 
mentary Secretary 
to the Attorney 
General and Minis- 
ter of Justice. 


IN CONVERSATION WITH TAN KETEKU 


An author reading and Q&A in collaboration with 
Ships Company and The Rose Brampton. 


With financial assistance from The Canada Council for the Arts through The Writers’ Union of Canada. 


BRAMPTON 
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Leads sought after fatal Brampton shooting 


by Alex Gregory 
Police are still 
looking for 
leads in connec- 
tion with a fatal 
shooting that 
occurred near 
the city’s down- 
town core ear- 
lier this month. 
Peel Police’s 
Homicide and 
Missing Person 
Bureau said last 
week that they 
are still seeking 
witnesses who 
may have seen 
an incident that 
took place on 
Wednesday, 
Mar. 10 in the 
Archedekin 
Drive and Pen- 
nywood Road 
area, near 
Rutherford 
Road North. 
The victim, 23 
year-old 
Jerome Green, 
was stopped in 
his vehicle in 
the area around 
7:04 p.m. when 
an unknown as- 
sailant ap- 
proached his 


vehicle on foot 
and fired sev- 
eral gunshots 
into Green’s 
car, before run- 
ning on_ foot 
and entering a 
silver/grey 
Hyundai 
Elantra on the 
passenger side. 
Witnesses re- 
port that the ve- 
hicle fled the 
area in an “er- 
ratic manner.” 

Green later 
succumbed to 
his injuries at 
the scene. 


Police believe 
that dashcam 
footage may 
have been 
recorded of the 
incident. 

Anyone who 
has dashcam 
video or secu- 
rity camera 
footage is asked 
to contact po- 
lice, or any ad- 
ditioe na | 
information is 
asked to call 
Peel Police at 


(605) 45 3— 
2121, ext. 3205. 


eke ee 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 
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Schneider Electric inks deal with Minesto to boost ocean energy tech 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga’s 
Schneider Electric 
has entered into a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding 
with a major ma- 
rine __ technology 
company to help 
develop and build 
ocean energy farms 
based on green 
technology. 


The energy man- 
agement com- 
panny, which 
operates its Cana- 
dian corporate of- 
fice in the north 
end of the city, said 
late last week that 
it will be partnering 
with Minesto to 
help accelerate a 
commercial _ roll- 


out of marine en- 
ergy to enable the 
global transition 
towards net-zero 
societies, where en- 
ergy systems that 
include plannable, 
renewable energy 
production are nec- 
essary. 

Both companies 
said in a statement 


that the partner- 
nd will leverage 
eac other’s 
strengths to fast- 
track production of 
marine energy 
through = Schnei- 
der’s resources and 
experience. 

“It is for us a 
strategic partner- 
ship that will play a 
pivotal role in the 
commercial rollout 
of the Deep Green 
technology. Schnei- 
der Electric's global 

resence, techno- 

ogical edge and ex- 

pertise in 
integration of re- 
newable energy 
production and mi- 
crogrids will signif- 
icantly enhance 
Minesto's value 
proposition to cus- 
tomers and renew- 
able energy project 
investors,” Minesto 
CEO Dr. Martin 
Edlund said. 


"Beyond this, we 
will work to use 
this partnership to 
establish thought 
leadership and in- 
form decision- 
makers on_ the 
opportunities and 
advantages of new 
complementary re- 
newable _ energy 
technologies, not 
least building com- 
pletely sustainable 
energy systems 
based on _pre- 
dictable baseload 

ower generation 
rom the ocean." 

Projects ranging 
from smaller mi- 
crogrid _ installa- 
tions to 
multimegawatt 
farms will _ be 
jointly identified, 
assessed, and de- 
veloped, including 
exploiting the par- 
ties’ existing 
pipelines of leads. 
The collaboration 


will reach from 
technical system 
integration and 
project manage- 
ment to sales and 
project finance op- 
portunities. 

Schneider Elec- 
tric Power and Grid 
Segment President 
Gary Lawrence said 
the company looks 
forward to working 
with Minesto to 
bring ocean energy 
into the global re- 
newable energy 
mix. 

“For us, it has 
been of significant 
importance to 
enter the marine 
energy sector to- 
gether with a part- 
ner developing a 
game-changing 
technology — with 
both a global mar- 
ket and a potential 
for energy produc- 
tion at competitive 
cost of energy." 


Local food union pushes province to fix PSW wage crisis 


An announce- 
ment made by the 
province last week 
regarding the con- 
tinuation of a tem- 
porary wage bonus 
program of $3 per 
hour for some Per- 
sonal Support 
Workers (PSWSs) is 
cold comfort, a 


local food and 
commercial union 
said. 


Instead of creat- 
ing the necessary 
solutions that 
would address the 
employment issues 
in the sector, the 
government has 
chosen instead to 
continue to delay 
working towards 
fixing the ongoing 
crisis in eldercare, 
said representa- 
tives from United 
Food & Commer- 
cial Workers 


(UFCW), which 
represents more 
than 5,000 health- 
care workers in the 
province, both in 
Peel and abroad. 

“PSWs are hard- 
working and de- 
serve all the 
supports they can 
get,” said Shawn 
Haggerty, Presi- 
dent of Local 175 
UFCW. 

“This program of 
bonuses does not 
properly address 
the real problems 
with employment 
in eldercare, does 
nothing for all 
other healthcare 
workers and com- 
pletely excludes 
workers in retire- 
ment home set- 
tings.” 

The announced 
extension of the 
temporary 


bonuses would 
apply to PSWs in 
publicly funded 
long-term care 
homes, hospitals, 
group homes, and 
some home care 
settings until June 
30. 
Chronic under- 
staffing and un- 
derfunding have 
been major issues 
long before 
COVID-19 ap- 


peared, said Hag- 
gerty, who empha- 
sized _ that the 
current system 
cannot meet the 
needs of employ- 
ees or patients 
even in the best of 
times. 

“This announce- 
ment continues to 
fall short of actu- 
ally addressing the 
critical staffing 
problems across 


all eldercare set- 
tings in Ontario,” 
added Haggerty. 
“Our Union along 
with many others 
have been advocat- 
ing for years for 
proper and perma- 
nent changes that 
would make em- 
ployment in elder- 
care a priority, and 
ensure that our 
seniors get the 


quality care they 


deserve.” 

“Premier Ford 
needs to stop de- 
laying and actuall 
sit down with all 
stakeholders in 
order to imple- 
ment meaningful 
lasting change. 
That begins with 
making permanent 
improvements to 
all workers’ 
wages.” 
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Brampton’s “High Tea” 
announces new sites 


This is a differ- 
ent kind of “high 
tea”. 

Brampton 
cannabis retailer 
High Tea 
Cannabis —an- 
nounced plans 
late last week to 
open 11 new dis- 
pensaries across 
the __ province, 
building off the 
success of their 
first location in 
the region. 

The company 
will open the 
new locations, 
which will be lo- 
cated in the east- 
ern and 
southwestern 
parts of the 
province, by fall 
2021, with 10 
opening in May 
and June. 

Several of the 
sites planned for 
the store include 
London, St. 
T InN © MM AS 
Kingsville, 
Hamilton, Wind- 
sor, Niagara and 
Scarborough, the 
company said 
Friday. 

"We are thrilled 
to be expanding 
so quickly in our 
first year open," 
says Jefferson 
Huang, COO and 
VP of Growth, 
High Tea’s par- 
ent company. 


"We've had the 
opportunity to 
develop. thanks 
to our phenome- 
nal team and 
new partner- 
ships. We hope 
to continue col- 
laborating with 
investors and 
business owners 
to add another 15 
stores in the next 
year.” 

The company’s 
current Bramp- 
ton location 
spans 3,600 
square feet, and 
is planned to be 
the central hub 
for High Tea’s 
inventory and 
distribution. 

Following the 
pandemic, the 
company said it 
also plans to use 
the space as a 
hub for their 
community by 
hoes bie ies 
cannabis-related 
events and edu- 
cation seminars. 

"High Tea aims 
to bring the com- 
munity together 
and allow them 
to be a part of 
our dispensary. 
This is some- 
thing we aim to 
foster in each of 
our locations," 
said its founder 
Paul Joo. 
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Mississauga nabs “Open Cities” 
honour in major digest 


The City of Missis- 
sauga has been rec- 
ognized as one of the 
most open cities in 
North America by 
the Public Sector Di- 
gest (PSD) 2020 
Open Cities Index. 

The city climbed 
the ranks to eighth 
among North Amer- 
ican cities and re- 
gions. 

PSD launched the 
Open Cities Index 
(OCI) in 2015 with 
Canada’s first 
benchmarking study 
for municipal open 
data initiatives. 

Since that time, 
PSD has expanded 
the OCI to include 
organizations from 
across North Amer- 
ica. Forty-one or- 
ganizations 
participated in 
2020. 

“Tt is exciting and 
rewarding to be rec- 
ognized for the City’s 
commitment to 
being an_ open, 
transparent and ac- 
countable govern- 
ment that is 
supported by Open 
Data,” said Mayor 


Bonnie Crombie. 
“2020 was a chal- 
lenging year. Having 
the systems in place 
to collect, analyze 
and provide data has 
enabled the City and 
our residents to 
make decisions that 
help protect public 
health and _ safety. 
This recognition af- 
firms that we are on 
the right track now 
and for the future.” 

This year, the OCI 
added a new cate- 
gory to gather infor- 
mation on how 
municipalities have 
shared COVID-19- 
related data with or- 
ganizations and 
their local commu- 
nity. 

The city created a 
Coronavirus Re- 
sponse Dashboard 
as part of its coordi- 
nated response to 
the pandemic. 

“Our Open Data 
program gives 
everyone access to 
Mississauga’s demo- 
graphic, financial 
and cultural infor- 
mation and more,” 
said Gary Kent, the 


city’s Commissioner 
of Corporate Serv- 
ices and Chief Fi- 
nancial Officer. “The 
Coronavirus Re- 
sponse Dashboard 
demonstrates the 
City’s ability to 
adapt to our com- 
munity’s _rapidly- 
changing needs so 
that we can keep 
them informed in 
real time.” 

In 2015, Council 
approved an Open 
Data Program Policy 
that describes the 
Open Data program, 
principles and 
guidelines for City 
staff. 

Since that time, 
the City has added 
datasets in the areas 
of arts, culture and 
tourism; business 
and economy; local 
government; envi- 
ronment; health and 
safety; infrastruc- 
ture; land use and 
development; parks 
and recreation; and 
transportation. 

“The City’s Open 
Data Catalogue is 
up-to-date and 
available free of 


charge online, and 
our policy supports 
the City’s commit- 
ment to _ trans- 
parency an 
accountability,” said 
Shawn Slack, Direc- 
tor, Information 
Technolog and 
Chief Information 
Officer. 

“We continue to 
foster innovation 
and collaboration on 
ideas such as last 
year’s Open Data 
Challenge — our first 
virtual event, where 
student teams were 
asked to submit 
analysis using only 
open data to help us 
understand the city’s 
social and economic 
resilience.” 

The Open Cities 
Index is an annual 
survey hosted by 
Public Sector Digest 
and Canada’s Open 
Data Exchange. The 
survey assesses the 
openness of North 
American cities who 
participate each year 
in three key areas: 
Readiness, Imple- 
mentation and Im- 
pact. 


LS 
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Jr. Hacks goes virtual as students take part in annual STEM competition 


STEM1 Coding & Robot- 
ics Academy and Engineers 
Without Borders will bring 
an assortment of coding 
and arts activities back to 
Peel Region during the 
third annual Jr. Hacks 
event, being held virtually 
on Apr. 10, 

Jr.Hacks is an annual 
event, hosted by Stem1, 
that allows students to par- 
ticipate iin teams for a 
chance to win one of many 
prizes, via an assortment 
of coding activities, entre- 
preneurship workshops 
and much more. 

This year, parents will 
also have the opportunity 
to attend various Parent 
Workshops involving Edu- 
cation, Extra-Curriculars, 
and Entrepreneurship. 

From the success the or- 
ganizers had with Jr. 
Hacks the last two years, 
the organizers are opening 
up the event to all GTA stu- 
dents in Grades 2-8, repre- 
sentatives from the event 
told Peel Weekly News ear- 
lier this week. 

Jr.Hacks 2021 is expect- 
ing to host 500-plus stu- 
dent participants with the 
help of 150 volunteers, in- 
cluding high school & Uni- 
versity students from 
across the GTA. 

Net proceeds from the 
event will be donated to 


ANIMAL SERVICES 


the Peel Learning Founda- 
tion (PeelLearningFounda- 
tion.org), a 
community-based, charita- 
ble organization that raises 
funds to enable Peel Dis- 
trict School Board students 
to achieve personal excel- 
lence by providing re- 
sources that help them 
overcome barriers related 
to poverty. 

Organizers say this year’s 
goal is to donate $5,000 to 
the Peel Learning Founda- 
tion to help students in 
need. 


Keep me wild. 
Please don’t 


feed me. 


mississauga.ca/animalservices 


[SZ Mississauca 


“In the time of COVID 19, 
students and their care- 
givers are coming to the 
Peel Learning Foundation 
more than ever for sup- 
port. Funds donated to 
Peel Learning Foundation 
from the Jr. Hacks 2021 
event will be used to pur- 
chase technology to sup- 
port virtual and remote 
learning by students in 
need who lack the financial 
resources to purchase 


these important learning 
tools,” saud Peel Learning 
Foundation executive offi- 


cer Brian Hobbs. “We hope 
you can support this great 
endeavor to teach students 
valuable skills and support 
others in their educational 
journey.” 

There is a minimal entry 
fee of $20 and each stu- 
dent is given a Swag bag 
with a Custom T-Shirt and 
other sponsor donations. 
The event runs from 9 a.m. 
-5p.m. 

For more information or 
to register, visit the event 
website at jrhacks.com. 


PWN March 25, 2021_Layout 1 3/25/2021 4:16 AM Page 20 


—e— 


Mar. 25, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | BUSINESS 22 


Ontario Makes Historic Investment in Long-Term Care 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


The Ontario gov- 
ernment is making 
an historic invest- 
ment in 80 new 


long-term care 
projects — includ- 
Ing one in Or- 


angeville that will 
lead to 192 new 
long-term care 
(LTC) spaces. 

These spaces are 
part of the govern- 
ment’s delivery of 
30,000 much- 
needed long-term 
care spaces over 
ten years. 

The project is the 
Headwaters Long- 
Term Care Resi- 
dence, by 
Primacare Living 
Solutions at 515 
Broadway, which 
has been allocated 
192 new spaces to 
create a brand-new 
home in Or- 
angeville as part of 
a campus of care 
model. The home 
will offer services 
to Indigenous resi- 
dents. 

In addition to 
modernizing the 
long-term care sec- 
tor, these projects 
will help reduce 
waitlists and end 
hallway medicine. 

Province-wide, 
these investments 


= 


also support key 


government priori- 
ties, including 
eliminating three 
and four bed ward 
rooms, creating 
campuses of care 
and providing new 
spaces for Indige- 
nous, Francophone 
and other cultural 
community _ resi- 
dents. 

“The number of 
residents in Duf- 
ferin-Caledon who 
will need _long- 
term care is ex- 
pected to rise over 
the next decade,” 
said Jones. “(This) 
announcement will 


help ensure that we 
have safe and com- 
fortable LTC beds, 
close to home, for 
those who need it.” 

“Our loved ones 
in long-term care 
deserve a comfort- 
able, modern place 
to live, near family 
and friends, with 
the support they 
need when _ they 
need it,” said Dr. 
Merrilee Fullerton, 
Minister of Long- 
Term Care. 

“These new and 
upgraded spaces, 
built to modern de- 
sign standards, will 


help prevent and 
contain the trans- 
mission of infec- 
tious diseases and 
ensure residents 
have access to the 
care they need ina 
safe and secure en- 
vironment.” 
Criteria for se- 
lecting the projects 
being announced 
today included: 

. Upgrading 
older homes in re- 
sponse to lessons 
learned around im- 
proved Infection 
Prevention and 
Control (IPAC) 
measures, particu- 


larly the elimina- 
tion of three and 
four-bed rooms; 

- Adding spaces 
to areas where 
there is high need; 

- Addressing the 
growing needs of 
diverse groups, in- 
cluding Francoph- 
one and 
Indigenous com- 
munities; and, 

. Promoting 
campuses of care 
to better address 
the specialized care 
needs of residents. 

As of December 
2020, more than 
40,000 people 


across Ontario 
were on the waitlist 
to access a long- 
term care bed. 

The new long- 
term care projects 
will lead to an ad- 
ditional 7,510 new 
and 4,197 up- 
graded long-term 
care spaces across 
the province, 
which is investing 
$933 million, on 
top of the $1.75 bil- 
lion already ear- 
marked for the 
delivery of 30,000 
new spaces over 
ten years. 
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Caledon winter festival recognized with FEO achievement award 


The Town of its operations dur- were extremely and following forchildren,there- Volunteers and 
Caledon has re- ing the COVID-19 dedicated to offer health guidelines.” opening ofCaledon staff spent a con- 
ceived the Achieve- pandemic. winter-related pro- This year’s event trails and much_ siderable amount 
ment Award from “Winterfest was grams and activi- included a selec- more. of time planning, 
Festivals and different this year ties so that our tion of activities, Town and com- preparing and 


Events Ontario for due to the pan- residents could including outdoor munity rinks were maintaining Town 
Winterfest 2021, demic,” said _ enjoyallthat Cale- rink usage, recre- installed for resi- and community 
which was recog- Mayor Allan don has to offer, ational programs, dents to enjoy out- rinks. 

nized for pivoting Thompson. “Staff while staying safe take-away games door skating. 


OO eeeEEeEeEyEyyyyyeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeeeeeeEeEeEyEy EEE —S— 


Beaux Av C AN ARTIST RUN GALLERY 
BRAMPTON 
EST. 2002 


Candid Convos with Visual Artists 


Koft Frempong 


Chats with exhibiting artists, interviewed by 
Regan Hayward 


Check out Artist Interviews on our blog! 


—— 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Local author promotes diversity in new children’s series 


The author be- 
hind a new line of 
children’s books 
promoting diver- 
sity has received a 
major honour — in 
the form of a nod 
from Mississauga’s 


Mayor. 
Mayor’ Bonnie 
Crombie _ recog- 


nized local author 
Valene Campbell, 
the creator of ‘The 
Amazing Zoe’ se- 
ries, with a nod on 
I Read Canadian 
Day — a national 
initiative to pro- 
mote Canadian au- 


thors. 
“lm humbled 
and incredibly 


thankful for her 
kind words and ac- 
knowledgment for 
the role ‘The 
Amazing Zoe’ is 
playing in the lives 
of Canadian chil- 
dren and abroad,” 
Campbell told Peel 
Weekly News this 
week regarding the 


series, which ex- 
plores a variety of 
subjects, including 
diversity, social is- 
sues and health. 
First released in 
2020, the first two 
installments of the 
series, ‘The Amaz- 
ing Zoe Defeats 
The Germie 
Germlins’ and 
“The Amazing Zoe, 
A Queen Like Me’, 
focuses on a pair of 
current issues — 
namely, the sub- 
ject of hygiene and 
personal health, 
and the discrimi- 
nation that Black 


girls face at a 
young age. 
“These _ stories 


were created to be 
used as a tool to 
help parents and 
teachers tackle dif- 
ficult topics in an 
easy way to under- 
stand for children, 
in addition to help 
fill the void of the 
underrepresented 


Black voices in 
Canadian _litera- 
ture,” said Camp- 
bell. 

The newest addi- 
tion to the “Amaz- 
ing Zoe’ series, 
which released last 
month, tackles the 
subject of 
Alzheimer’s Dis- 
ease, with the 
main character vis- 
iting with her 

randmother and 

earning about the 
disease and its ef- 


fects. 

The story hits 
close to home, 
Campbell ex- 
plained. 

“My mother was 
diagnosed _—with 


Alzheimer’s — Dis- 
ease a few years 
ago and I have ob- 
served the most 
drastic changes 
over the past 
year... I felt it nec- 
essary to capture 
as much of her true 
self to share with 


my 19-month old 
daughter, consid- 
ering their current 
bond.” 

The series was 
crafted to serve as 
a tool and starting 
point to conversa- 
tions for parents to 
utilize when edu- 
cating their chil- 
dren about 
difficult topics, she 
said, noting that 
she saw a “void” in 
Canadian _litera- 
ture and created 
the series to 
“bridge the gap” 
for underrepre- 
sented Black 
voices. 

To date, both 
books have been 
widely, well re- 
ceived by parents 
and children alike, 
spending time as 
best sellers on 
Amazon. The b 
ooks are currently 
available to pur- 
chase online and at 
Indigo locations. 


Celebrating Holi — and saying goodbye to artificial colours 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The Indian peo- 
ple have inherited 
many festivals 
from their cre- 
ations or tradi- 
tions, which are 
celebrated and en- 
joyed by many to 
fulfill their aspira- 
tions and desires. 

Holi is also a pop- 
ular ancient Hindu 
festival, also 
known as the "fes- 
tival of spring", the 
"festival of 
colours", and the 
"festival of love". 
The festival, which 
signifies the tri- 
umph of good over 
evil, will be held on 
March 28. 

The famous say- 
ing "Nine days and 
thirteen festivals" 
refers to a continu- 
ous caravan of fes- 
tivals. The festival 


is a colourful 
limpse of human 
ife. 

It is an outward 
manifestation of 
the realization of 
the human being's 
aesthetics and is 
the supreme emo- 
tion bound and en- 
shrined in the 
spirit of his collec- 
tive progress. 

Unity, artner- 
ship, togetherness, 
love, sacrifice, etc., 
the expression of 
man concerns, 
deeds and deeds 
are inherent in fes- 
tivals. 

Holi is also a fes- 
tival where there 
seems to be an 
endless and con- 
tinuous human 
unity flow and har- 
mony. 

Holi is celebrated 


not only in Punjab, 
but all over India, 
especially in 
Northern India. It 
is not a festival as- 
sociated with any 
one religion. It is 
celebrated by peo- 
ple of all faiths 
with great enthusi- 
asm, without any 
discrimination. 
This festival is a 
pillar of commun- 
1on and community 


unity! 
The usage of 
flowers' blossoms 


and their colours, 
like yellow, red, 
pink, orange, white 
etc., seem to evoke 
an ete of unity, 
especially In 
human diversity. 
This whole natu- 
ral scene and envi- 
ronment give 
humanity the kind 


of play, exhilara- 
tion and happiness 


from which har- 
mony is born. 
Festivals bring 


new vigour, aspira- 
tion and _ excite- 
ment to our lives. A 
symbol of love, the 
‘festival of colours' 
is an important In- 
dian festival cele- 
brated locally as 
well. 

It is believed that 
on the day of Holi, 
people forget their 
old grievances and 
embrace each 
other and become 
friends again. Chil- 
dren look forward 
to this day so that 
they can have fun 
with their friends. 
If a few things are 
taken care of while 
celebrating Holi, it 
will be the icing on 


—o- 


the cake. 

Herbal or natural 
colours can be used 
to enjoy the Holi 
festival with full 
vigour. There are 
many ieee of 
adulterated dyes, 
which are used to 
paint the — skin, 
available in the 
market, which are 
made by mixing 


glass, chemicals, 
copper sulphate, 
etc. 


They can cause 
irritation, itching, 
allergies etc., on 
the body. Partici- 
pants of Holi 
should only buy 
paints after testing. 
There are many 
harmful chemical 
dyes sold in the 
market, which can 
be detrimental to 
the skin. It is im- 


portant not to use 
artificial colours if 
possible. 

Synthetic dyes 
can have many side 
effects on the skin. 
Wear full sleeves 
while celebrating 
Holi to protect the 
skin from discol- 
oration. 

Holi is also cele- 
brated by eating 
sweets, but partici- 
pants should take 
caution that the 
dye does not get 
into their mouth 
while eating 
sweets. This can 
lead to abdominal 
pain and man 
other stomac 
problems. Wash 
your hands thor- 
oughly before eat- 
ing anything. 
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Health and Wellness - Spring Is Here 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Spring is here — 
and we couldn’t be 


happier. 

i days are 
longer and_ the 
temperatures are 


warmer. Soon the 
flowers will start 
blooming and the 
trees will start fill- 
ing out with leaves. 

Barbeque season 
is closer, and I 
can’t wait to sit out 
in the warm night 
and listen to the 
night animals. 

Towards the back 
of my home is the 
path that goes to- 
wards Lake 
Aquitaine. 

Throughout this 
last year, I have no- 
ticed all the people 
walking with their 
children and their 
pets. 


So many took ad- 
vantage of the walk 
and it was so nice 
to see people filling 
their time with 
walking the path 
and riding their 
bikes. 

We have had a 
hard year, but it 
made people re- 


think how they 
were spending 
their time and 


walking is a won- 
derful way to go 
out and enjoy na- 
ture and fresh air. 

So many Cana- 
dian geese are 
coming home and 
they land on the 
grassy area_ be- 
tween my building 
and the next. They 
rest on the ground 
and then squawk 
very loudly. 


So many people 
go by and just 
male them and 
they definitely stay 
out of their way. 
Geese aren’t the 
friendliest birds. 

This year, the stu- 
dents’ spring break 
was changed to 
April and so the 
usual travelling to 


somewhere else 
was cancelled. 
Hopefull in 


April, it will be bet- 
ter for them. 

We haven’t had a 
very bad winter so 
the transition to 
spring is a good 
one. We also need 
to look forward to 
the coming warm 


seasons. We need 
to start enjoying 
warmer weather 


and going out. 


Outside, it is eas- 
ier to have social 
isolation and wear 
a mask. The feel- 
ing of a warm 
breeze against us 
feels good and re- 
freshing and the 
fact we can stop 


wearing all the 
heavy coats is com- 
forting. 


The squirrels are 
scampering around 
and some small an- 
imals have come 
out and are making 
themselves known 
like rabbits. 

The long days will 
give us time to 
enjoy being outside 
with our children 
and pets. 

It will also be a 
good time to do a 
good cleanup in 
and outside of our 


homes and feel re- 
freshed doing so. 
Soon, we can go 
to the gardening 
centres and pick 
out the flowers we 
can enjoy from 
spring to fall. It is 
always enjoyable to 
find all the differ- 
ent plants and 
their colours and 
ae them grow. 
younger 
oes used to 
ove coming with 
me to the garden- 
ing centre and pick 
out flowers and dif- 
ferent plants in- 
cluding one_ for 
him. He loved the 
Morning Glory 
with the name of 
part of the day in it. 
He still loves to 
see them growing 
down and out of 


my balcony. 

The trees are bare 
now, but soon 
there will be 
enough leaves so 
that we will have 
shade under them. 

Nothing _ better 
than sitting on a 
chair and enjoying 


their canopy of 
shade. 
Soon we will be 


enjoying some 
fresh produce from 
the local Market 
Stalls. It can’t be 
any better and it 
tastes so fresh. 

So many beauti- 
ful new things from 
Spring, so _ let’s 
enjoy it. It’s free, 
so take the time to 
get out and enjoy 
all that it has to 
offer! 


Local artists unveil’ ‘A Few of Our Favourite Things” 


Photo Courtesy 
of Barbara 
Pickett 


Arts on_ the 
Credit will bring 
“a few of their 
favourite things” 
to the homes of 
residents in Mis- 
sissauga and be- 
yond next month, 
as a new virtual 
gallery opens 
with a selection 
of unique and 
varied artwork. 

The arts organi- 
zation’s first 
‘shared’ show will 
see artists Bar- 
bara Pickett and 
Lisa Compton 
sharing some of 
their favourite 
things during the 
month of April. 

Opening Apr. 1 
and running 
throughout the 
month, visitors 
can discover a 
numbe of com- 

elling _— pieces 
rom these two 
local artists. 

A launch event 
for the virtual 
gallery will be 
held on Apr. 1 at 
7 p.m. on the Arts 


on the Credit 
website (artson- 
thecredit.ca/galle 
ry). 

Lisa and Bar- 
bara met at an 
“Arts on the 
Credit” event and 
instantly became 
friends. Although 
their medium of 
choice is quite 
different from 
one another, they 
both love to cre- 
ate beautiful 
paintings to be 
enjoyed by oth- 
ers. 

The exhibition 
showcases some 
of their favourite 
subjects and 
blends them to- 
gether to take vis- 
itors on a journey 
not only around 
the corner, but to 
wonderful desti- 


nations across 
the globe. 

Lisa’s inspira- 
tion is drawn 
from the natural 
world. When 


choosing her sub- 
jects, Lisa creates 


what she loves. 
“Given the un- 
certainty of 
today’s world, my 
art is a welcome 
tether to feeling 
at peace with my- 
self and my envi- 


ronment,” Lisa 
explains. 
Barbara’s  wa- 


tercolours focus 
on the beauty of 
architecture. “I 
love to take pho- 
tos of places that 
grab my attention 
and then recreate 
them as soft or 
vibrant __water- 
colour, in a way 
that draws the 
viewer into the 
space. Using a 
range of values, 
luminous 
colours, and 
playing with per- 
spective, I create 
pieces that allow 
you to_ revisit 
places you love, 
or dream of expe- 
riencing,” says 
Barbara. 
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Sikh Heritage Month Foundation unveils celebration, activities 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The Sikh Her- 
itage Month 
Foundation has 
announced __ the 
seventh annual in- 
stallment of Sikh 
Heritage Month, 
beginning on Apr. 
1 


Due to the suc- 
cess of the last six 
years, the Foun- 
dation has contin- 
ued to coordinate 
with a variety of 
community  or- 
ganizations to 
provide a variety 
of programming 
to the community. 

Due to the cur- 
rent state of the 
epidemic, all 
events will be 
hosted online to 
bring amazing 
programming for 
people of all ages. 

This month-long 
celebration — will 
feature a variety of 
speakers, inform- 
ative seminars, 
unique perform- 


ances by artists, 
music as well as 
discussions with 
local and interna- 
tional community 
ambassadors and 
representatives of 
organizations. 

Brampton 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown said _ that 
every year during 
Sikh Heritage 
Month, communi- 
ties get a chance 
to celebrate arts, 
heritage and cul- 
ture together. 

He said that with 
the help of the 
City of Bramp- 
ton's | Marquee 
Festival and 
Events Fund, the 
Sikh Heritage 
Month Founda- 
tion's events fea- 
tured the work of 
local and interna- 
tional artists and 
collaborated with 
more than 20 
community part- 
ners. 


“We are very 
proud of the work 
done by this or- 
ganization for our 
city,” Brown said 
earlier this week. 

The Sikh Her- 
itage Month 
Foundation also 
announced the 
“Sikh Fest,” a 
three-day online 
event that will 
provide an oppor- 
tunity to experi- 
ence art, culture, 
community, 
music and many 
other aspects. 
Participants can 
register for these 
virtual events, 
which will take 
place on Apr. 10, 
17 and 24. 

On Thursday, 
Apr. 1, from 5 - 
5:30 p.m., NDP 
MP and Federal 
Leader Jagmeet 
Singh will share 
the history of Sikh 
Heritage Month in 
Ontario and how 


it came to be dur- 
ing a special In- 
stagram Live 
meet-and-greet, 
On Apr. 10, from 
4 - 5:30 p.m., a 
special event re- 
membering' the 
ninth Nanak, 
Guru Teghba- 
hadur Sahib, and 
his passing in 
1666, which re- 
sulted in young 
Guru Gobind 


"Rai" Sahib taking 
the responsibility 
of Guruship of the 


Sikh Nation at the 
tender age of nine, 
will be recognized 
during an online 


ceremony. 
The event will 
delve into the 


time-period and 
share Guru Gob- 
ind Singh’s life 
and legacy 
episodes during 
those final forma- 
tive years before 
Vaisakhi, which 
occurred in 1699. 

The presentation 
will be hosted by 


Inderpreet Singh, 
a member of the 
Board of Directors 
of the Sikh Re- 
search Institute 
and a Board of 
Advisor for the 
Sikh Coalition. 
More informa- 
tion on registra- 
tion for all events 
can be found by 
visiting the Sikh 
Heritage Month 
and Sikh Fest is 


available at 
sikhheritage- 
month.ca. 
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Pollution in Mississauga’s Stormwater System Affects Everyone 


Commercial and 
industrial spills 
happen. 

They can release 
chemicals, waste or 
other hazardous 
materials into the 
environment, some 
of which can affect 
our drinking water. 

When a commer- 
cial or industrial 
spill happens, busi- 
nesses and/or com- 
mercial property 
Owners must report 
details of the spill 
immediately to the 
Government of On- 
tario — Ministry of 
Environment, Con- 
servation and 
Parks, Spills Action 
Centre at 1-800- 
268-6060. 

Spills can be liq- 
uids (e.g. cooking 
oil, grease, ink, au- 
tomotive fluids), 
powders (e.g. dye) 
or pelletized materi- 
als (e.g. tiny plastic 
pellets) that flow 
into the private 


drainage system 
which is connected 
to a city’s stormwa- 
ter system. 

Why does this 
matter? In Missis- 
sauga, its stormwa- 
ter system carries 
rainwater and 
melted snow and ice 
to creeks and rivers, 
and into Lake On- 
tario. 

Water from this 
Great Lake is 
pon ed and treated 

y the Region of 
Peel to provide 
drinking water for 
residents and busi- 
nesses. 

Cleaner lake water 
is less costly to 
process into drink- 
ing water. When 
spills happen, they 
must quickly be 
stopped, contained 
and safely disposed 
of by _ licensed 
haulers. 

It’s important for 
businesses to take 
the proper steps to 


prevent stormwater 
pollution, and be 
prepared to deal ef- 
fectively and legally 
with accidental 
spills at their facility 
when they happen. 
Businesses can cre- 
ate and implement 
a Spill Response 
Plan, train staff on 
implementation 
and keep a profes- 
sional contractor on 
retainer for spills 
too large to manage 
internally. 

Spills move fast. 
The longer it takes 
to report a spill, the 
harder it will be to 
contain the spill, in- 
creasing the liability 
of the business for 
damages. Failing to 
report a spill carries 
a fine under City 
Storm Sewer By-law 


259-05. 

If the spilled ma- 
terial enters a storm 
drain, spill clean-up 
may also require 
tracing, contain- 


ment and removal 
of the spilled mate- 
rial and_ also 
restoration of dam- 
aged stormwater in- 
frastructure. If the 
spilled material 
reaches the waters 
of a local creek, the 
spilled material 
must be pumped 
out and safely dis- 
posed of and the 
creek channel prop- 
erly restored. 

In addition to Mu- 


nicipal _ by-laws, 
Provincial and Fed- 
eral _ regulations, 
charges and fines 
may also be in- 
volved. 

Although many 
small accidental 
spills are properly 
reported and 
cleaned up by com- 
panies annually, 


roughly 60-80 sig- 
nificant spill inci- 
dents are responded 
to in Mississauga 


each year where the 
spill was reported 
by City inspectors, 
the general public 


or other public 
agencies. 
Residents can 


learn more about 
how businesses can 
prevent stormwater 
pollution and spills 
by visiting missis- 
sauga.ca/report- 
spills. 
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Delivery project brings support to seniors 


In the wake of the 
pandemic, a small 
aw of volunteers 

ecided to take 
matters into their 
own hands when 
they realized that 
many people will 
be left isolated and 
without support as 
the lockdown en- 
couraged everyone 
to stay home. Using 
the support of 
those in the com- 
munity that wanted 
to step-up and help 
during this time, 


bour Project is a 
volunteer delivery 
network that has 
spent the last year 
assisting vulnera- 
ble members of the 
community in ac- 
cessing food, essen- 
tial supplies and 
medication. Since 
launching in the 
GTA in March, 
2020, the Good 
Neighbour Project 
has grown its net- 
work of volunteers 
to over 6000, field- 
ing 18,000+ calls in 


munity, GNP has 
launched chapters 
in London and Ot- 
tawa. 

The project’s on- 
the-ground efforts 
are aimed towards 
vulnerable people 
including seniors, 
persons with dis- 
abilities, immuno- 
compromised 
individuals, preg- 
nant persons, and 
single parents. 
Specifically, the 
project aims to hel 
those who are vul- 


friends, neigh- 
bours, etc.). A hot- 
line has been 
set-up for those in 
need, who can call 
when they require 
assistance in ac- 
cessing groceries, 
essential supplies, 
and medication. 
Hotline volunteers 
will put the re- 
questers through 
an in-take process 
and match them u 

with delivery vol- 
unteers that will as- 
sist with delivering 


have become regu- 
lar volunteers for 
seniors and other 
requesters, build- 
ing relationships 
that transcend the 
usual volunteer ex- 
perience. 

For many vulner- 
able people, they 
have been using the 
GNP since _ last 
year, and have 
come to rely on the 
support of these 
volunteers. 

With over 50+ 
partnerships devel- 


has helped connect 
individuals to other 
resources in the 
community, doing 
their best to make 
sure no one is left 
behind. It has also 
partnered with 
charities to provide 
hot meals to low- 
income and home- 
less populations by 
raising funds and 
providing delivery 
support. 

Residents inter- 
ested in being part 
of the Good Neigh- 


the Good Neigh- the last year and nerable and iso- theitems. oped with various bour Project can 

bour Project (GNP) completing 8,500+ lated, with no other Delivery volun- food banks and so- learn more at good- 

came to De. deliveries. Withthe sources that can teers assist on a cia service neighbourproject.c 
The Good Neigh- support ofthecom- help them (family, weekly basis and _ providers, GNP om. 
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THE AGENCY 
COMMUNITY 
INFO SESSION 


Introducing Michael & Nuvi 


+ O&A/ Discussion 


THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 6:30-8 PM ON ZOOM 
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Navigating the Artful Corridors of Commerce 


by E.C. Munson 


SPRING into artful action with short trips out to a number of gal- 
leries open to the public again. 

Social distancing, contact tracing, and clear signage of protocol 
for safe visits are visible on-site, with more detail posted on web- 
sites. Several galleries continue to have options available for virtual 
viewing from the comfort of your home. 


Arts & Cultural Events Celebrate History ... 


Along with ongoing exhibits or resources on artistic and cultural 
contributions from the Black Community which continue to enrich 
our lives, there are Podcasts, videos, and virtual shows on other 
people’s creative journeys and cultural backgrounds at museums 
and cultural centres. 

Heritage Mississauga can tell you all about the Sugar Making 
Moon with videos and Kim Wheatley, Grandmother Kim. Heritage 
Mississauga explores the Anishinaabe teachings by following their 
lunar calendar, March being the second moon or Sugar Making 
Moon. You can watch the video at 


youtube.com/watch?v=t2olgyTrldM. 

Their partnership with The Ontario Black History Society allows 
ongoing access to their archival resources at their social media 
channels (including twitter.com/obhistory). Enjoy history, enter- 
tainment, museum tours, and community recognition profiles. 


Beaux Arts 
Gallery: Follow the 
Candid Conversations 
* that Regan Hayward, 
Director, has with var- 
ious artists at the 
Beaux Arts website 
(beauxartsbramp- 
ton.org/blog). 

Kofi Frempong, an 
artist showcasing in 
| the current virtual ex- 
» hibit, I KNOW WHY, 
is featured in this in- 
terview. 

§ View the show by 
visiting the Beaux Arts 
Brampton website at 
beauxartsbrampton.org/currentexhibition. 

PAMA’s current exhibit, Our Voices, Our Journeys, Black Com- 
munities in Peel is an Ongoing Exhibit which “ ... is a celebration 
of one of many black communities in Peel Region. It highlights the 
personal journeys of leaders and mentors from the North Peel 
Community Church congregation. Their photos and objects illus- 
trate stories of immigration and family life, and how they estab- 
lished a community of faith in Caledon.” Access the exhibit at 
https://peelregion.ca/pama/our-voices-our-journeys/#exintro. 

Museum of Dufferin partnered with the Dufferin County 
Canadian Black Association to invite artists and photographers 
from across Canada to submit their work. Jurors selected pieces 


Beaux Avté AN ARTIST RUN GALLERY 
seen 
bas 
i 


Candid Convos with Visual Artists 


Kofi Frempoug 


Chats with exhibiting artists, interviewed by 
Regan Haywar: 


Check out Artist Interviews on our blog! 


PEEL 
ART GALLERY 
MUSEUM + 


‘il \ | IMA, ARCHIVES 


that best represent the theme “Solidarity in My Community.” Runs 
until Mar. 31. Visit www.dufferinmuseum.com/bhm/. 


Art Gallery of amp 
Burlington is open! | 
Check out their new 
exhibitions. 

Meera Sethi is one 
of the exhibiting 
artists in the paired 
exhibition In Visible 
at the Perry Gallery of 
the AGB through Apr. 
3, 2021. This artist B7% 
talk and show & tell is Fm 
an ancillary program § 
to the exhibition. 

Visit https://agb.life/visit/exhibitions for details. 

ArtTrendZ collective members continue to “make noise” and 
get the word out about what their artists are doing. Thaniath Sid- 
diqui and Vibha Malhotra have each been interviewed and featured 
by Deepa Mahanti in her series ‘I AM’. Deepa is an Author, Film 
maker, Advocate, Humanitarian, Educationist , Entrepreneur and 
much more! This series shares the feelings and experiences, strug- 
gles and positive influences in people’s lives. Visit her artist page 
at facebook.com/deepa.mahanti. 


Classes - Workshops - Activities ... 


From the old March Break to the new Spring Break, young and 
old, everybody is ready for some action! While the slow opening 
up in various areas allows some arts organizations and artists to 
start their classes and workshops in person while following current 
health protocols, many groups continue to offer some or all of their 
courses and events virtually. 

Rima Koleilat is 
excited about her 
Spring Break Art 
Camp for 6-12 year 
olds! “We'll be online 
creating fun and in- 
teresting artwork to- 
gether. The best part 
is art supplies for the 
are inlcuded. Some 
spots to sign your 
children up are still - ee 
available.” From the 2019 campers, Modigliani-inspired self-por- 
traits. Learn more at visualartsbrampton.com/programs/kids- 
teens/march-break-camp. Continued on Next Page 
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Ann Randeraad is offering classes in pottery again! Book your 
lessons now for daytime, evenings, or weekends. Scheduled, so- 
cially distanced, small class sizes, sanitized tools and equipment, 
and masks worn by all. Call 519-938-2092. A short jaunt northwest 
of Orangeville. 

Cathy Disbrow of 
Woolly Doodles, 
textile artist and fel- 
ter, offers Zoom 
workshops from $20 

$35.00. Kits are 
extra. From the win- 
ter scene of sheep in 
mid-March followed 
by violets and cute 
bunnies in later 
March, to the spring 
themed classes on 
Sunday afternoons, 
Tuesday evenings, 
and Friday morning, 
you can keep up with 
those creative options 
with the Woolly Doo- 
dles newsletter. Visit woollydoodles.com/newsletter-signup. 
topourwithlove offers Zoom individual or small group art in- 
struction in the exciting practice of poured acrylic paintings. Onsite 
at your location is available as conditions allow with all current 
health protocols followed. Relax and explore with your creativity 
Unieteered, then choose who gets that beautiful gift. 


Visual Arts Brampton has sprung int action with their try it 
Paint Nights and adult programming. From beginners to experienced 
artists, the gallery offer a range of art classes for adults to explore in a 
fun and supportive studio environment. Working with experienced 
artists and instructors, students will learn their medium of choice 
though demonstration, exploration, and creation. You don’t want to 
miss their exciting international Snail Mail World Postcard Art Show 
or the exciting options with their Spring Break Camps. 

ENCOURAGING CREATIVITY! Visit visualartsbrampton.com. 

Burlington Public Library Burlington Public Library has a 
plethora of FREE virtual activities and cultural delights to sample. 
While some require pre-registration, others do not. Family Storytime, 
Puppet Shows, Opera, Writing Classes, Bookclubs, Art Activities, and 
more! Or, what about that exciting Teen Writing Contest - poetry, 
comics, or short stories and a deadline of Apr. 16. Learn more at 
bpl.on.ca/teenwritingcontest. 


TEEN 
WRITING 


CONTEST 
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Visual Arts Mississauga features virtual courses for adults and 
youth. Expand your artistry with VAM’s fantastic mix of Online and 
At-VAM Studio Fine Arts Courses for Adults. SPRING Break activities 
to check out, too! Visit visualartsmississauga.com for details. 

Museum of Dufferin’s Learning Hub, is a treasure trove of re- 
sources! With Social Studies, Language Arts, and Games & Activities, 
it’s time to DISCOVER, EDUCATE, and SHARE withthe MOD! And 
don’t forget to explore their exciting collections they have — from the 
Archival Collection, to the Artifact Collection, and the Education Col- 
lection. Visit www.dufferinmuseum.com/about-our-collections/. 


Exhibitions Here and Far... 


Arts On The Credit offers an artful ‘escape to the country’ with 
whimsical four-legged critters to meet, their charming human char- 
acteristics courtesy of Janice Ykema, AOTC’s featured artist for 
March. Freedom of Expression is in the virtual gallery through Mar. 
31 and combines Ykema’s three loves - art, storytelling, and seeing 
people laugh. A much celebrated Canadian artist, she was one of the 
youngest entrants accepted at OCAD although her formal training was 
completed decades later. Ykema counts amongst her many prestigious 
awards being chosen to do the poster in 2015 for the Royal Winter 
Fair. To learn more, visit artsonthecredit.ca. 


Are — of) Mississauga’s s new exhibit,” “The Qi of Water , is ex- 
tended to Apr. 12. This exhibit explores the very stuff of life, Yin or the 
quiet energy of water. Immerse yourself in this poignant experience 
with the world renowned artist Xiaojing Yan and two Canadian award 
winning artists, Laura Beaton and Huan Chen. Both Beaton and Chen 
are members of Arts on the Credit. 

Visit artgalleryofmississauga.com/upcoming-exhibitions/. 

Headwaters Arts Gallery can help you “wrap up those gifts” with 
their Artful Giving show through Apr. 18 in their gallery — NOW 
OPEN to the public with all health protocols and guidelines are care- 
fully monitored. 

A wonderful and unique collection of artful treasures await you. 

Consider a short trip into the scenic Caledon hills and enjoy browsing 
at the Alton Mill Arts Centre, 1402 Queen Street, Suite100, Alton. 
Enjoy a virtual preview of ReLaunch 2021 before it moves into the 
gallery April 21. Visit headwatersarts.ca/our-current-show. 

Visual Arts Mississauga is pleased to announce friend of a 
friend, an exhibition by VAM’s Creative Residents, Amanda Kung, 
Breanne Jeethan, James Legaspi, Karim Machado-Aman, and Made- 
lyn Rotella. Generously supported by the Community Foundation of 
Mississauga. View it at vamresidency.com. 

Joshua Creek Heritage Art Centre: Sibyl Rampen, artist and 
proprietor of this wonderful heritage site, shares that ... “Art From the 
Heart 2021” is possibly the most important exhibition to date. It is not 
about artists, but about hope and healing for all challenged people. It 
is about teaching and inspiring people to find their Artist Within.” Lo- 
cated on Burnamthorpe Road on the eastern border of Oakville and 
Mississauga, it makes a great day trip as they opened March 3, hours 
are Wednesday — Sunday, 1— 4 pm. This current show is both virtual 
for viewing and in-person - visit joshuacreekarts.com/exhibitions. 


Taking Care of Business... 


Halton Hills has just started their Spring 2021 cohort for Artrepre- 
neur Halton Hills, a program for creative entrepreneurs. This is the 
second cohort of enterprising creatives who will explore the basics of 
marketing, business plans, and effective promotion. Far from the ide- 
alized notion of long peaceful days in the studio or roaming the coun- 
tryside looking for ponds covered with lily pads to paint, artists and 
artisans, musicians and sculptors, are all managing their own busi- 
nesses. 

Mississauga Arts Council continues to present their members 
and larger community with a series of virtual workshops for all artist- 
entrepreneurs, visual, performance and musical, in conjunction with 
various partners. Visit mississaugaartscouncil.com/programs/. 

Central Counties Tourism continues to offer workshops, re- 
search, and guidance for the reopening of their members and commu- 
nities in the Headwaters Region, which includes Caledon, Erin, 
Orangeville, and a number of destination areas. Visit 
centralcounties.ca. 
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Fresh air, communication key to helping students during pandemic 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


In today's busy 
life, and particu- 
larly in the context 
of a pandemic, 
everyone is 
stressed. 

Happiness and fa- 
miliarity have 
flown away from 
people's lives. Even 
the food and drink 
of today's people is 
not up to date; it is 
far from sharing 
one's _ happiness 
and sorrow. 

This ee is 
not only affecting 
adults, but also of 
our children, who 
are dealing with el- 
evated levels of 
stress, isolation and 
confusion due to 
the uncertain situa- 
tion. 

As the time for 
exams approaches, 
we all start coming 
ay with different 
ideas. “I don't know 
if the exam paper 
will have the ques- 
tions I memorized.“ 
“What percentage 
marks will be in the 
upcoming exam?” 
“Am TIready for 
this?” 

Children are suf- 
fering from stress 
because of the lock- 


down. Not only 
that, but several 
schools in local mu- 
nicipalities are 
closed due to 
COVID-19, and 
much of the teach- 
ing has moved on- 
line. 

Fear, anxiety, 
sadness, irritability 
and many other 
thoughts go unno- 
ticed in the mind. 

The fear and 
stress have taken 
root in their hearts 
by building walls 
that are significant 
to overcome; other- 
wise, we will never 
know when we will 
lose our childhood. 

Things have 
changed even more 
since the pandemic 
began. Schools 
were opened for all 
children by follow- 
ing government 
guidelines, but 
after studying on- 
line, it is no longer 
as easy for children 
to sit in front of a 
teacher in a class- 
room as it was a 


year ago. 
The children have 
lost the ability to 


hear their teachers 
effectively. 


At this stage, we 
need to teach our 
students the right 
way to get rid of the 
stress of exams and 
get them on the 
right track. 

There are many 
strange situations 
in children's minds 
regarding the fruits 
of their hard work 
in the academic 
year they have to go 
through. 

Psychologists 
have offered their 
own views on the 
subject and sug- 
eae ways to re- 

uce it. 

In fact, the ques- 
tion is - why the 
stress? It would be 
wrong to say that 
this stress is not 
only in the minds of 
non-readers, but 
also in children 
who read more. 

Students who 
read a lot are left 
with nothing. They 
think that they can 
get the maximum 
time and get top 
marks. 

Parents also put 
pressure on stu- 
dents to get higher 
marks. Sometimes 
our parents pres- 


surize us to read, 
even when com- 
pare to a_ good 
riend or relative, 
which is also why 
students are suffer- 
ing from this stress. 

The question now 
is how to reduce 
this stress or how 
to avoid it. One 
cannot succeed 
without hard work 
— it’s not enough to 
blame time for your 
regrets later in life. 

Nothing can be 
achieved without 
hard work. If we 
don't study hard all 
year round, we will 
still fear getting low 
marks or failing. 

Here it is the joint 
duty of the guide, 
teacher and pthe 
arents to be good 
role models for 
their children and 
be helpful as 
sounding boards - 
to help protect 
them from fear and 
anxiety. 

Moral education 
should be given to 
the children to 
learn to respect the 
teacher and the eld- 
ers. Parents should 
spend as much time 
with their children 


as possible and 
treat them with as 
much care and re- 
spect as they can. 

Parents should 
not place 100 per 
cent or 99 per cent 
of their own condi- 
tion or perceptions 
in front of their 
children. Parents 
should not compare 
their children with 
other children. 

Teachers and par- 
ents should explain 
to students that all 
children are differ- 
ent and that each 
has its own charac- 
teristics. 

Get in the habit of 
reading a_ little. 
After a while, the 
things read should 
be taken as a repe- 
tition. After repeat- 
ing, repeat the 
process again. 

By adopting these 
methods, we can 
definitely help re- 
duce the fear of 
exams and_lock- 
down stress from 
the children's 
minds. 

Children cannot 
climb the ladder of 
success by  over- 
coming the burden 
of exams, or while 


sitting on the com- 
puter getting online 
education. 

Governments 
need to reopen 
businesses, malls 
and the parks fully, 
so that parents can 
take the kids out for 
its fresh air to re- 
lease their stress, 
fear and anxiety. 

We need to instill 
total confidence in 
our students, hel 
them for their stud- 
ies and encourage 
their freedom. Only 
then will they be 
able to overcome 
the fear of COVID- 
19, the lockdowns 
and come forward 
to fulfill their pur- 
pose and achieve 
success. 

Will be able to 
reach the destina- 
tion? The only way 
well know is by 
working together. 

By adopting these 
piece the stu- 

ent can definitely 
reach the heights of 
success without any 
stress and lift their 
teachers and par- 
ents' burden with 
pride. 
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100,000 vaccine doses delivered through regional plan 


by Alex Gregory 


The Region of Peel 
announced late last 
week that over 
100,000 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine 
shots were adminis- 
tered, as part of a 
mass vaccination 

lan implemented 
ast year. 

In astatement Fri- 
day, the Region said 
it had completed 
the vaccination of 


long-term _care 
home and high-risk 
retirement home 


residents and staff 
before a provincial 
deadline, and 
opened several vac- 


cination clinics to 
help ensure that 
residents who want 
the vaccine will 
have access to it as 
soon as it’s avail- 
able. 

Reaching this 
milestone __repre- 
sents a significant 
step forward, said 
Peel’s medical offi- 
cer of health, Dr. 
Lawrence Loh. 

“lm so thankful 
for our partners, 
our planning teams, 
and the frontline 
workers who are 
working day in and 
day out to grow ca- 


pacity in the system, 
and invite in more 
and more residents 
and workers in Peel 
to be vaccinated, 
said Loh. “This 
milestone is also a 
reminder that we 
have a lot of work 
ahead of us. We’ve 
learned that taking 
care of each other 
during the  pan- 
demic involves a 
number of meas- 
ures — and vaccina- 
tion is one 
important piece of 


that journey  to- 
wards health and 
recovery.” 


D> 


: Sy a sa 


The Curious Case of Prince Harry and Meghan Markl 


by Vidya Gopaul 


After _ watching 
the lengthy and in- 
triguing interview 
of Prince Harry 
and Meghan 
Merkle with Oprah 
Winfrey earlier this 
month, the entire 
world came_ to 
know what's like to 
live a life among 
the royal family in 
Untied Kingdom if 
you are not one of 
them or rather you 
do not fit in their 
family structure. 

From Merkle's in- 
terview, it seems 
that she was not 
well accepted and 
not welcomed by 
the royal family, to 
say the least. 

Besides being di- 
vorced and a Black 
woman, for some- 
one in the royal 
family to _ say, 
"What would be 
the colour of the 
skin of her baby?” 
was ae iene 
sad and demean- 
ing. 

Marrying a di- 
vorced woman into 
the royal family has 
been a very touchy 
issue. For example, 
a long time ago, 
Edward VIII, after 
ruling for less than 
one year, became 
the first English 
monarch to volun- 
tarily abdicate his 
throne. He loved 


his wife so much 
that he chose to ab- 
dicate after the 
British —_ govern- 
ment, the public 
and the Church of 
England con- 
demned his deci- 
sion to marry the 
American divorcée 
Wallis Warfield 
Simpson. 

Today, it is the 
same scenario: a 
royal member, 
Prince Harry, has 
married an Ameri- 
can divorcée, 
Meghan Merkle. 

Edward VIII ab- 
dicated his throne, 
and so did Prince 
Harry. How history 
repeats itself! 

I have a very close 
friend who was/is 
in the same situa- 
tion, but worse. He 
not only married a 
divorced woman 
but the woman had 
a child from her 
previous marriage. 

It was scandalous 
to marry a divorced 
woman in his soci- 
ety in those days. 
Not only had his 
entire family dis- 
owned him, but 
they all stopped 
talking to him. 

They treated her 
very badly and did 
not accept her in 
that family at all to 
this day. Therefore, 
I know firsthand 


how Merkle was 
going through dur- 
ing her stay among 
the royal family. 

The U.K. royal 
family is not very 
forgiving — or 
rather not all —em- 
barrassing when it 
comes to changes 
in any form or 
shape of the royal 
family structures, 
dress codes, living 
standards and so 
on. 

Take the example 
of Princess Diana. 

She tried her best 
to modernize the 
monarchy to meet 
the —_ twenty-first 
ey of liv- 
ing 1n the society at 
large. 

Diana chose to 
raise her royal kids 
in a new way, and 
in her own way. 
She used to_take 
them to school. She 
did not rely on nan- 
nies or relatives, 
but _made her 
schedule revolve 
around the boys. 

She used to take 
them to the park, 
playground, on 
trips, and most im- 
portantly she was 
piving the mother] 
ove that her chil- 
dren needed, such 
as, hugging them 
dearly. She wanted 
her children to 
have a normal life, 


just like the rest of 
the children of the 
world. 

She did not want 
them to be raised 
in the old fashion 
way of the royal 
et amare style 
family _ structure. 
Even she _ herself 
wanted to live a 
free spirited life 
like the rest of the 
world would live - 
that is, be an outgo- 
ing girl, have 
pete and me 
ordina eople. 
She ack had a 
boyfriend, which 
the royal family 
was not very found 
of and did not ap- 
prove of. 

She was fighting 
the battle all alone 
in order to con- 
vince the royal 
family of the 
changes she was 
making for the bet- 
terment of her chil- 
dren. In the end, 
she did not succeed 
and her life was 
taken away very 
tragically. 

Similarly, in my 
opinion, _ Prince 
Harry and Merkle 
were/are trying to 
bring changes to 
the royal family 
and could not suc- 
ceed. Hence, they 
finally decided to 
leave the royal 
palace and_ live 
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peacefully in the 
U.S 


The difference is 
that Diana was 
fighting the battle 
alone whereas 
Merkle has Harry 
with her to fight the 
battle. But for how 
long? 

In comparison, 
Diana was a white 
person _ whereas 
Merkle is a part 
black person and 
both wanted to 
bring chances to 
the royal famil 
structure. But bot 
failed badly or 
rather were unsuc- 
cessful. 

Therefore, it 
seems race is not 
an issue. So what it 
is? 

Simply put, the 
monarchy does like 
chances or para- 
digm shift! The 
monarchy is not 
very receptive of 
members outside 
the royal family 
tree! Status quo is 
their motto. 

After that lengthy 
interview, Harry 
and Merkle tried to 
discredit the royal 
family out in the 
open but it will not 
do any justice to 
them. 

Similarly, Diana 
did the same thing. 
She criticized the 
royal family out in 


the open. I do re- 
member the state- 
ment she made 
about how a love- 
less marriage she 
had with Prince 
Charles. 

Did it do anything 
to change the be- 
havior of the royal 
family? I think not, 
because we are at 
the same junction 
as Diana was then 
and Merkle is now. 

And the Queen, 
for all intents and 
purposes, just gave 
a 64-word state- 
ment in response 
to a (more than) 
two hour scathing 
and blistering in- 
terview about the 
monarchy to the 
world. 

It is very interest- 
ing to note that 
when it comes to 
power and control, 
gender becomes ir- 
relevant. 

Here we have a 
powerful woman, 
the Queen of Eng- 
land, who was and 
is in fierce dispute 
with two other 
women; Diana and 
Meghan Merkle. 

I must give kudos 
to these two 
women for their 
challenges in life. It 
is a battle of David 
versus Goliaths! 
Let see who wins 
(or blinks) first! 
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WASAGA BEACH 

PEOPLE IN PEEL REGION HAVE HAD A 
LOVE AFFAIR WITH WASAGA BEACH 
FOR WELL OVER A CENTURY 


Are you a property owner, seasonal/part time resident 
or perhaps just someone who loves “The Beach” 
and wish to know what is happening in our once 

World Famous Beach Resort? 


Be Aware! Become Engaged! 


What’s Happening in “The Beach’? 


With little or no public engagement, the current mayor & council 
are making decisions and spending taxpayers’ money. 


Changes to the once applauded Downtown Master Plan will effect Wasaga 
Beach for years to come. Our once famous Main Beach Areas are being sliced 
up and offered to developers, forever altering our historic beachfront and what 

it means to you and future generations. 


For the love of Wasaga Beach and your tax dollars... 
Be Aware! Become Engaged! 


Keep up to date with what’s happening at Town Hall, local events 
& initiatives while enjoying Wasaga Beach’s only truly local 
publication delivered to your inbox FREE. 


Simply email info@beachBOOSTER.com with “SUBSCRIBE” 
in the Subject Line. 


Beach BOOSTER Media Group is locally owned 
and operated in Wasaga Beach 

with offices located at: 

1 Market Lane, Suite 10, 

Wasaga Beach, ON. L9Z OB6. 

Phone: 705-241-9762 


Enjoy the current beach BOOSTER here: 
www.beachBOOSTER.com 


See LINK to past issues here: 
www.beachBOOSTER.com/publications 


Design by Beach BOOSTER Media Group 
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March.25,2021 PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


Aries (March 21-April 19) 
The Sun and Venus are in your 
sign, which gives you an edge. 
However, today the Moon is at 
the bottom of your chart, which 
means you feel like hiding — just a 
bit. You prefer to sleep in and 
cocoon at home if possible. You 
want some privacy. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) 
Although you're playing things 
low key lately, you’re eager to talk 
to others because you have 
something to say. (You might be 
dealing with younger people 
more than usual.) In 
conversation today, you will be 
more inclined to trust your 
hunches rather than your logic. 
Gemini (May 21-June 20) 
Mercury at the top of your chart 
makes you comfortable talking to 
bosses, parents, teachers and 
VIPs. Today the Moon is in your 
Money House, which draws your 
attention to cash flow, earnings 
and possible purchases. You will 
identify with what you own and 
feel possessive about it. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) 
Today the Moon is in your sign, 
which happens for two days every 
month. It makes you more 


emotional than usual; however, it 
also increases your good luck just 
a tiny bit. (Every bit helps!) You 
might feel concerned in a 
parental way about someone. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Recently, you have been eager to 
travel and seek adventure and 
stimulation! Today however, you 
want to do things in a low-key, 
quiet way. In fact, you will prefer 
to work alone or behind the 
scenes. You want to see which 
way the wind is blowing. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
This is a good day for an 
important conversation with a 
female friend or a member of a 
group. It’s possible that if you 
share some ideas about your 
future goals with this person that 
their feedback will help you. You 
might want to explore this. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Today personal details about 
your private life are more public. 
People notice you and some are 
talking about you. Meanwhile, 
with the Sun and Venus opposite 
your sign, you have a greater than 
usual focus on partners and close 
friends. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 


Today you want to break free 
from your routine and do 
something different. You want 
some stimulation. Maybe a little 
adventure? A change of scenery 
would be perfect. You will also be 
interested to talk to people from 
other countries or different 
cultures. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
This week will be playful and fun- 
loving. Sports events and 
activities with children might be 
an entertaining diversion. Today 
however, because of the 
placement of the Moon, you feel 
some concerns about shared 
property, inheritance issues or 
something to do with insurance 
matters. Itis whatitis. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Because the Moon is in a sign 
today that is opposite your sign, 
this means you have to go more 
than halfway with when dealing 
with others. You have to be 
tolerant, considerate and 
cooperative. If you act this way, it 
will be a better day for you — as 
well! 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
You might have to spend effort 
and time today working on behalf 


of someone else, perhaps even 
without credit for what you’re 
doing. (Always a challenge 
because who doesn’t want credit 
for their efforts?) At any rate, this 
is just what’s happening. You’re 
not being a martyr. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) 

A playful day! This week begins 
with you in a saucy, prankish 
mood. Frankly, you don’t feel too 
much like working, which is why 
some of you might play hooky or 
shorten your workday. You're 
eager to talk to others now 
because Mercury isin your sign! 


If Your Birthday Is this 
Week: 

Actress Reese Witherspoon 
(1976) shares your birthday 
today. You are hard-working and 
often involved in different 
projects at the same time. You 
have a strong sense of purpose in 
life. Lucky you! A fun-loving year 
ahead! Expect increased 
popularity and warm friendships. 
Gratitude will be a theme because 
you will appreciate the everyday 
joys and beauty around you. This 
year is the time for an important 
choice. Choose wisely. 


Lie hes Worn Lire Coacn SAmdess0 


rent. That means the 


freedom and stress- 


Vacate" and notice of 


HiSam, 

How do I kick my 
brother out the 
house? My parents 
gave it to me, and he 
doesn't want to work. 
Always keep asking 
for money, and create 
many problems for 
me, I am stressed up. 


Answer: Your 
parents "gave" it to 
you? Whose name is 
on the deed? If the 


house is still deeded 
to your parents, then 
only they can decide 
who does or doesn't 
live there. 

Assuming you've had 
the house properly 
deeded to you, and 
assuming your 
brother has lived 
there at least 30 days 
since you took legal 
ownership, he is now 
an "at-will tenant", 
even if he doesn't pay 


only way to get him 
out is through a legal 
eviction. (If the house 
is still in Mom and 
Dad's name, they are 
the only ones who can 
do this.) 


The fastest and 
easiest way to do this 
by contacting a 
landlord services 
company. There are 
specific laws, 
protocols, and time 
lines that must be 
adhered to very 
strictly, and the 
company will make 
sure everything is 
done properly. It will 
cost you a couple 
hundred dollars (at 
least you will get 


free life, but it's well 
worth the money 
because the company 
can handle 
everything for you 
from start to finish. 
The laws vary from 
province to province, 
but this is the general 
procedure. First, your 
brother must be 
served with a "Notice 
to Vacate". Here, a 
non-rent paying, at- 
will tenant must be 
given 30 days notice 
to vacate. At the end 
of the time, if he 
hasn't left, an eviction 
request is filed in 
Court. He will be 
given an opportunity 
to respond and 
request a stay if he 
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can prove he's being 
unlawfully evicted. 
This is rarely 
successful, but it's a 
delaying tactic most 
tenants will use. 
Note: If you use any 
harassing methods to 
try and "convince" 
him to leave, that will 
work against you here 
so never try that. 
Once the judge issues 
the official eviction 
order, the notice will 
be posted. Generally, 
the deadline is about 
2 weeks after the 
order is issued. If he 
still hasn't left, 24- 
hours before the 
deadline, the local 
court Sheriff will 
come out and post a 
"24-hour Notice to 


lockout on the door 
and make 
arrangements with 
you to come back the 
next day and forcibly 
remove the tenant 
from the premises. 
It's advised that you 
have a locksmith with 
you at that time to 
change the locks to 
prevent the tenant 
from returning. It's 
also recommended 
that you have the law 
enforcement official 
give the tenant a 
trespass warning at 
that time, so it's in the 
official records. Good 
Luck and all the best. 


Got a Question 
please write to us: 
samjesso@yahoo.com 
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Masks a bigger risk than plastic bottles, bag 


Improper mask disposal 
is threatening the 
environment further as 
effects of Covid-19 
continue to be felt across 
the globe, scientists have 
said. 

And now researchers 
warn that the masks 
surge in the environment 
could become the "next 
plastic problem". 
Studies show that an 
astonishing 129 billion 
face masks are used 
globally every month - an 
equivalent of three 
million face masks a 
minute. 

According to the studies, 
most of these masks are 
disposable and are made 
from plastic microfibers. 
"With increasing reports 
on inappropriate 
disposal of masks, it is 
urgent to recognise this 
potential environmental 


threat and prevent it 
from becoming the next 
plastic problem," 
researchers warned in 
the scientific journal 
AROMmiELe eS Oi 
Environmental Science 
and Engineering. 
According to the 
researchers, the 
roduction of masks is 
on a similar scale as 
plastic bottles" whose 
production is estimated 
to be 43 billion per 
month. 
But disposable masks 
cannot readily 
disintegrate because they 
are plastics and instead 
fragment into small 
particles referred to as 
micro and nano plastics, 
which pose a greater 
threat to the 
environment. 
Currently, there are no 
guidelines on recycling of 


disposable masks unlike 
lastic bottles which can 
e recycled and are 
therefore disposed of as 
solid waste. 
Research has shown that 
disposable masks are 
ending up in the 
environment, water 
systems and oceans. 
Weathering of the masks 
within weeks produce 
micro-particles which 
further fragment to other 
tify PeEere le S 


(nanoplastics). 

No data 

"A newer and bigger 
concern is that the masks 
are directly made from 
micro-sized plastic fibres 
(thickness of ~1 to 10 
micrometers). When 
breaking down in the 
environment, the mask 
may release more micro- 
sized plastics, easier and 
faster than bulk plastics 
like plastic bags," the 


researchers say. 


"Such impacts can be 
worsened by a new- 
generation mask, nano- 
masks, which directly 
use nano-sized plastic 
fibers and add a new 
source of nanoplastic 
pollution." 

But, no data on mask 
degradation in nature 
exists. However, the 
researchers say these 
plastics have harmful 
effect to the environment 
just like other plastics. 
"We know that, like other 
plastic debris, disposable 
masks may also 
accumulate and release 
harmful chemical and 
biological substances, 
such as bisphenol A, 
heavy metals, as well as 
pathogenic micro- 
organisms," said Elvis 
Genbo Xu, one of the 
researchers. 


Whatis the difference between a variant and a strain? 


1. Ifone is vaccinated and 
interacts with positive 
people without 
protection, is there a 
likelihood that they may 
test positive? 

We do not have 
compelling data to 
indicate so yet. You 
might have particles of 
the virus in your nose. 
Therefore, it is 
important to keep your 
mask on even after 
inoculation. 

2. What is the difference 
between a variant and a 
strain? 

There is no real 
difference. However, a 
variant is a referred to as 
a strain when it shows 
distinct physical 
properties which means 
when it behaves 
differently from its 
parent virus. 

3. What variant /strain 
does the AstraZeneca 
vaccine currently being 
rolled out in around the 
globe on and does it work 
on the variant/strain? 
The AstraZeneca vaccine 
is very effective against 
the original Covid virus 
but less so against the 
South African strain. 


But, we are also not 
getting enough 
information on the 
South African variant. 

4. If one is allergic to 
chicken and eggs will 
they die if they get 
vaccinated? 

That is incorrect. There 
is no chicken or egg 
component in the 
vaccine. 

5. Is what is being said 
about Bill Gates having 
an agenda in the Covid- 
19 vaccine drive true? 
That the aim is to reduce 
the world population 
with this pandemic and 
vaccines. 

I do not believe Mr. Bill 
Gates has an agenda of 
that sort. 

6. Isit true that ifI get the 
Pfizer vaccine, one of the 
known side effects is a 
continuous erection for 
seven days? 

This is not one of the side 
effects listed by both 
Pfizer and the World 
Health Organization. 

7. Can I get the vaccine if 
Iam eight days 
pregnant? 
Unfortunately, we do not 
have sufficient data on 
the safety of the vaccine 


when it comes to 
pregnancy. 

8. Why does a person 
need two doses instead 
of one? 

Most Covid vaccines 
need two doses to boost 
immunity. It depends 
on the formation of 

the vaccine. 

9. How come it 
took a very 
short time to 


Covid-19 
vaccine 
yet 


there is no cure for 
HIV/Aids, which has 
been around for 
decades? 

The working mechanism 
is quite different. 
Vaccines elicit a body 
immune response while 
HIV changes the way the 
immune system works, 
making it difficult to 
come up with a HIV 
vaccine. 

10. Does the vaccine 
affect fertility in women 
and sperm count? 

Itis not true. That is not 
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listed among the side 
effects of the vaccine. 

11. Why haven't PM 
Trudeau , Premier Ford , 
and other leaders being 
vaccinated? Some 
people will only trust the 
vaccine if these leaders 
are vaccinated. 
Politicians are following 
the Ministry of Health 
guidelines, which 
prioritise frontline 
health workers for 
vaccination. 

12. Can patients 
suffering from cancer, 


HIV or diabetes among 
other diseases get 
vaccinated against 
coronavirus? Yes. 
13. Can vaccinated 
people get infected with 
the coronavirus and 
pass it on without 
exhibiting symptoms? 
We do not have enough 
data to answer that 
question. 
14. If you have been 
treated for Covid-19 
and recovered, do you 
need to be vaccinated? 
The Health ministry 
has a policy for 
individuals eligible for 
immunisation. They 
must have not tested 
positive for the virus 
within the past six 
months prior to the jab. 
15. Anything else you 
wish to add on 
vaccination? 


Although the vaccination 
drive has started, it is 
important to note that 
only a few people will get 
the jab. Therefore, it is 
very important to keep 
on wearing masks, 
sanitising your hands 
and observing social 
distance. 
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Chocolate Panna Cotta Pic: NewsCanada 


(NC) Chocolate and raspberry 
— need we say more? This easy 
chocolate panna cotta recipe will 
surely wow your family. 

Using Fairlife two per cent 
chocolate milk as the base makes 
this recipe not only creamy and 
delicious but more nutritious, as 
it has 50 per cent less sugar and 
50 per cent more protein than reg- 
ular milk, along with being made 
from 100 per cent Canadian milk. 

Chocolate Panna Cotta 

Serves: 4 

Ingredients: 

* 1/4 cup cold water 

* 2 1/4 tsp powdered gelatin, 
unflavoured 

* 2 cups Fairlife 2 per cent 
chocolate _ultrafiltered _ partly 
skimmed milk 

* 1/4 tsp vanilla extract 

* 1 cup raspberries, fresh or 
frozen, plus more for garnish 

* 1/4 cup water 

* 2 tbsp honey 

* 8 chocolate wafer cookies, 
coarsely crumbled 

Directions: 


1.Place cold water in a small 
bowl and sprinkle gelatin over 
top while whisking with a fork. 
Set aside for 5 minutes until mix- 
ture is spongy. 

2.Place ultrafiltered milk in a 
small saucepan and heat over me- 
dium to medium-high heat until 
lightly boiling. 

Remove from heat and add va- 
nilla extract and plumped gelatin 
mixture. Whisk until completely 
dissolved. Divide evenly among 
serving dishes, cool to room tem- 
perature, cover, place in refrig- 
erator to set at least four hours or 
overnight. 

3.Meanwhile, add raspberries, 
water and honey to a blender and 
blend until smooth, adding more 
water as necessary. If desired, 
strain through a fine mesh sieve 
to extract raspberry seeds. Cover 
and refrigerate until serving. 

4.To serve panna cotta, dress 
each portion with a quarter of the 
raspberry puree, chocolate cookie 
crumbles and a few fresh raspber- 
ries, and serve cold. 


odd 


odd 


odd 


odd 


Palak Panees is everyone’s favourite dish. Pic Sanjeev Kapoor 


Just the sight of white cubes 
of paneer peeping through the 
emerald green spinach puree will 
make your mouth water. 

Blanched and pureed spinach 
is cooked with select spices and 
the paneer is tossed in at the end. 
This is one of the most popular 
paneer recipes in India is really 
nutritious plus quick and simple 
to prepare. A Sanjeev Kapoor 
special. This recipe is from the 
book Khazana of Indian Recipe. 

Palak Paneer is a quintessen- 
tial North Indian vegetarian dish 
made with cottage cheese and 
fresh spinach. Just the sight of 
white cubes of paneer peeping 
through the emerald green spin- 
ach puree will make your mouth 
water. Blanched and pureed spin- 
ach is cooked with select spices 
and the paneer is tossed in at 
the end. This is one of the most 
popular paneer recipes in India is 
really nutritious plus quick and 


simple to prepare. A sprinkling 
of dried fenugreek or kasuri me- 
thi and fresh cream at the end is a 
must to give that restaurant style 
vibe to it. 

Prep Time : 6-10 minutes 

Cook time : 11-15 minutes 

Serve : 4 

Level Of Cooking : Easy 

Taste : Mild 

Ingredients for Palak Paneer 
Recipe 

¢ Spinach 900 grams 

* Paneer (cottage cheese) 200 
grams 

* Green chillies 2-3 

* Garlic chopped 8-10 cloves 

* Oil 3 tablespoons 

* Cumin seeds 1/2 teaspoon 

* Salt to taste 

* Lemon juice | tablespoon 

¢ Fresh cream 4 tablespoons 

Method 

Step 1 

Remove the stems and wash 
spinach thoroughly in running 


water. Blanch in salted boiling 
water for two minutes. 

Step 2 

Refresh in chilled water. 
Squeeze out excess water. Grind 
into a fine paste along with green 
chillies. 

Step 3 

Cut the paneer into one inch by 
one inch by half inch pieces. Heat 
oil in a pan. 

Step 4 

Add cumin seeds. When they 
begin to change colour, add garlic 
and sauté for half a minute. 

Step 5 

Add the spinach puree and stir. 
Check seasoning. 

Step 6 

Add water if required. When 
the gravy comes to a boil, add 
the paneer and mix well. Stir in 
lemon juice. 

Step 7 

Finally add fresh cream. Serve 

hot. 


Meat Lovers Can Opt For Sustainable Fish 


(NC) While vegan and vegetar- 
ian diets are increasingly touted 
as the best diet options for tack- 
ling climate issues, they can be 
too intimidating for many to im- 
plement, and simply unattainable 
for others. If you find yourself 
in either of these categories and 
are looking for a more balanced 
and achievable solution to help 
reduce your carbon footprint, 
you can choose a lean, healthy 
and more planet-friendly protein 
to replace land-based meat com- 
pletely or in part: sustainable fish. 

The benefits of fish are plenti- 
ful, not only for your body, but 
for the environment as well. As a 
protein source, fish is rich in vita- 
mins, minerals and omega-3 fatty 
acids. That’s likely why Health 
Canada recommends eating two 


—e- 


portions of non-fried fish per 
week to maintain a healthy diet. 

In addition, wild fish harvest- 
ing doesn’t require large areas of 
land or quantities of pesticides; it 
is a natural and renewable food 
source and doesn’t release mas- 
sive amounts of carbon into the 
environment. 

According to a study published 
in a scientific journal that looked 
at the impacts on the environment 
of eating healthy, a pescatarian 
diet is about as climate friendly 
as the average vegetarian diet. 
And because all food production 
has a potential impact on the en- 
vironment, the trick is to look for 
credible science-based certifica- 
tions like the MSC blue fish for 
wild sustainable seafood or the 
ASC for responsibly farmed op- 


tions. Both mean the fish you’re 
buying is traceable to the source 
and measurably supports the pro- 
tection of marine life and the eco- 
systems they depend on. 

According to a letter recently 
penned by a team of researchers 
to the Lancet Planetary Health 
journal, one of the biggest hurdles 
in combatting climate change is 
the raising of livestock and the 
production of land-based meat. 

The study highlights that in or- 
der to significantly reduce carbon 
levels and absorb extra carbon in 
the earth’s atmosphere, the land 
used to raise livestock needs to 
be restored and replanted. More- 
over, the study points towards the 
necessary transition to incorpo- 
rate more sustainable food sourc- 
es into our diets. 
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BUSINESS 
AWARDS OF 
EXCELLENCE 


2020 
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AstraZeneca Bw) 9) Mobil 


THURSDAY 


APR. 15 


6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
VIRTUAL EVENT 


REGISTER AT: 


WWW.MBOT.COM/EVENTS 


We may be virtual, but you can still eat 
gourmet! 


Place an order with the Mississauga 
Convention Centre by April 8, 2021 
and receive 10% off your entire order. 


ALL TAKEOUT ORDERS MUST BE 
PLACED before Tuesday, APRIL 13, 
2021 


CLICK HERE TO ORDER. 


#MBOTAWARDS 


THANK YOU SPONSORS: 
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NOW PLAYING 
PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


Music from your years 
Have a listen to some great music 


Click here 


